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Chandrika

slams
Prabha,

former
presidents

Interview with
India Today

n one way Chandrika
Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga's ascent to
12 puv«crlﬂﬂﬂ Lankaconformscru-
i¢lly to the subcontinent's para-
doxical history of flourshing de-
Mocraces amid assassinations
and (e rend of an orphan or a
1 idowtaking over the mantle of
Jasfaipader, Chandrika's father,
3 SWRD. Bandaranaike was as
 Sassind©d n 1959, when he was
‘ oPrimeMinister her filmstar-poli
Iflician  husband  Vijaya
| Kurmratunga in 1988, Her
{ £ orler Sitimavo Bandaranaike,
| ihasdSeNranchised and hounded
4 Tor 107 than 4 decade afier she
) ft poer
In @nother way, the 30-year
14Chindrika gands an v'u"

disappointment marked the ex-
clusive two-hour inierview with
Senior Editor SHEKHAF
GUPTA at Temple Trees, her
ofticial residence in Colombo.
Excerpts:

(). How do youlook back on
your six months as President?

A: Tobe very honest, we can
be happy about what we have
Achieved, We got a clear man
date to repair democracy, which
had been very severely damaged
We have restored the right of
speech, freedom and the right to
not be killed. Despite grave con
(inuing threats and pressures, we
have not misused the vast emer-
£ency POwers.

(). But surely the security

(v

vverees if Prabhakaran did
not get from me what he
wanted, I would be the first
person’on his list......he is
paranoid about peace'.....he
is terrified of peace."

free rations and fuel for the peo-
ple of Jaffna which the LTTE
grabbed

(). How bitter are you?

A. Notat all. I did not expect
anything else from the Tigers. It
is the most ruthless and most
effective guerrillaorganisationin
the 20th century. We tried our
best, keeping in mind that we
were dealing with a merciless

For 11 ):Am,'!hr past govern-
ment had waged a war and the
armed forces were very badly
equipped. And the Tigers know
all the details about this. You
know, as far as military equip-
ment goes, [ don't know what
happened to all the money that
was spent, the billions and bil-
lions of dollars. A lot of it evi-
dently hadn't gone into buying
what was necessary j

yn'u see, the
psychology also changes
when extemal factors
play on it. We knew from our
intelligence that the LTTE was
veryseriously divided, There was
the Mahattaya group which was
saying youshouldbe flexiblewith
this government. This is why
Mahattaya has disappeared now.
Whether he is alive or not we
don’t know, but he's not allowed
(0 operale,

. What s your analysis of
Prabhakaran and his psychol-
oy L

A, Apparently he had stated
to somebody in discussions: !
have killed so many of my own
people; how can | live in a situa-
tion of peace?

. 1f you look at it from his
point of view, what guarantees
does he have?

A, May be youare right. But
thers are solutionstothese things
and we wanted 1o discuss these
with him withina framework of 8
devolutionary package while he

discuss the political package. We
shyuld have allowed them to go
on with the administration and
keeponbuildingbridgestopacify
the people and deal with wha-
ever Prabhakaran's mental prob-
lems were,

Q. Then how does one ex-
plain Premadasa's assassina-
tion? He was talking to them.

A. He was another man who
needed psychiatric treatment
pretty seriously. You see. in his
case he wanted the Indians out
first, His hatred of Indians was
more thanhishatred of the LTTE,
And he thought he could ma-
nipulate the Tigers to get the In-
dians out and continue to ma-
nipulate Prabhakaran withmoney
and arms and all this, and then do
what he wants,

Q. Where do you see India
in this equation now? Is it ne-
glecting the problem?

A. 1 think the Indian Govem-
men is (aking a very right atti-
tude saying it is-yous intemal
problem and hands off as far as

were disastrous

Former Presidents Jayewardene and Premadasa: "Both

Prabhakaran: a ruthless megalomaniac

(. Weren't the risks large?

A. The only risk was that |
would get knocked off. | knew
thisright from the beginning. We
were rying (o do some thing that
didn't suit him. Then, the first
reaction would be to kill me off
It has already started. They be
gan reconnoitering and spying
onme about three o four months
ago. Butas have constantly said
people do not exist in a vacuum:
In fact, Anton Balasingham said
this about two months ago to 4
French journalist_ who inter.
viewed him iz

Q. You think that the fear of
your government gaining popu-
larity in the north was on
Prabhakaran's mind when re-
suming hostilities?

A, They were very worried
about it. They had these posters
that wereissued during elections,
they used to keep them inside
thetr houses along with the dei-
jes and they used to light lamps

Trojan. He could have taught
Machiavelli how to write his
book

Q. So you agree that he
fooled Rajiv?

A, Jayewardeneactually gave
them(India) the rope to pull.out
and hang themselves with. By
thenInd
theyhad (o somehow unravel this
thing. So Jayewardene set the
Indians and the LTTE agamst
eachother, washed his handsoff it
andsatback and hada good |4
And Rajiv Gandhi paid forit
his life.

(). Anu Premadasa?

AH

TEasons.

issodeeply involved

s killed for different

(). But even that is no con-
clusive logic as to why they
would kil Rajiv and expose
themselves to opprobrium in
Tamil Nadu.

A. This is where the other

factors come in, They were just
N4rano!
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Q. But surely the security
Situation has notimproved and
you might have to fall back on
those powers soon,

A. We could have fallen back
on that. There were problems as
00N as We took over. The UNP
United Nationa| and the

1sed strikes nol Just in e
al50 I crucia
westment. Tt

20 back toemer
egulations and arrest ¢ve
rybody. We used the method of
with the Tigers

gency

en very dif

ferent. We have treated them as
squals. We hoped that the human
¢l would prevail. Yet we did

that without betraying the armed

s povern

ment had done. They would ralk
tothe | givethem arms and
money and tell the armed forces

to fight them,

Q. Doesn't it now look as if
there was some wishful think-
ing behind your approach?

A. No. We fad a mandate for

2« 62.5 per cent of the pe

1 asked us to bring pei
S0 we negotiated without any
reconditions, We did ne k

em o lay down arms. The In

e talking e

tain conditions befc

uch groups. Benazir Bhutto has
150 said that she will not talk 1
extrem: ur ry down
m

Q. Do you agree with your
critics who call you a bleeding-
heart liberal who miscaleu-
lated?

A. We had no choice. We had

1o fulfil indate. We did ou
best 10 alleviat roblems of
l il px We lifed the
blockade, w he
mand for | the
pply of festilisers. wires an
teries. In the hands of skilfy!
ople. you know. that adds up i
explosive device. We liftec
the fishing ban totally while
knowing that this would be very
hd for our ¢

Q. But didn't the navy pay
the price for this ultimately
withthe Tigers sinking two gun-

A, The 1 NS |1
Wk were supposed to have beer
it he hiirbour. | el
ip a court of mguiry o go intc
this, | \ Uil
I of negligen L

. Do vou now regret con-
ceding 50 much?
A No.o W

so personally ver

natif he did nof ge

he wanted.

rson on his li

M now there is no doubt

Q. In hindsight, would you
have handled the LTTE differ
ently?

A. I have

e elf
this question last w 01
think of any other way T woulc

have handled it given (k

mitments we had taken on, Ex
cept, perhaps, on one scor

I cannot mention yet. But, po
cally, it w 1ot be

sible 10 ¢ al citfier
ause we havean elector:
south. We are not deal
with Prabhakaran and the L'TT ¢

Q. When you started the
peace process, a lot of people
Said the Govérnmept doesn't
know who it's dedling with,
That it's going out on & limb,
Do you think they were right?

A. No, bec other
Kind of th d had
not sukeeeded, There is ne t
Way possible apant from going

all-ou

Qith an army

hich
teitined and ¢

Q. 50 you had no option
A, We we

certanly ¢ )
n; tll-out war
S wanted 1o,
ner Juipped. And
we thought, well, ket us try sor
ning which nobody had tried til]

Q. And you thought there
wasn't very much (o lose any
way? If you gefinto discussions
for a few months, and it didn't
work out...?

A, Yes, Exuctly. But the fee
hitifitdoesn't
well, then we canndt rule out

options. But we did not sa

ork ou!

We can't say it. S¢ hougk
em that for the f
vernmment th
sider them a
nsider ver

quals and cx
ly their re
separalt

Favour
Juests, except for 2
I

The tleuls
n. The people of the north

desperately, like neve

was another

fore, because they feel that thi
imie if therg is peace they will no
ot | vemnment in
power the chemisiry
had changed. Though we kne

that the LTTE, and especially
Prabhakaran, is paranoid about

peace, He's temrified of peace

Q. Areyousaying the chem-
Istry hud changed but the psy-
chology hadn't?

" s
with f wrk
devolutionary package while he
could still keep hy own securit
guard

Q.Butif vouthink of it from
his point of view, what is his
charisma, unless he's figthing u
war?

A. But of course, in a situa
ton like this where a war has
dragped on for 12 years, peopl
gettired of war. They wantto
normal lives. He also has two
Young children. And as | said, the
pressure of his own people who
want 1o i normally. And Jook
at  people ke Anton

ingham, his main spoke:

statements like

olution as an

federa

to Eelam

temative

Q. The Tigers have com-
plete control of the place. All
they need is'foreign recogni-
tion, bul you can't help them
with that.

A, The first thing is that they
can live peacefully, Without get
ting bombarded from the
sea and shot at from the g
And I think that this i

very

a strong.
strong point in favour of
peace

Q. Suppose they don't ut-
tack your forces and carry on
Just running their own admin-
istration in the north and the
cast. Then what do you do?

A. Well, that was the situa
ticn there for about eight months
90, In fact, some people felt we
shouldn't push

The Indo-Lanka Accord: giving Indiu  rope

1o hang itsell

King a very right arti

18 1 as youi' intemal
problem and hands off g far
the Indian

Gover

ument 15 con.

Indian Governme

nt's busine:

0

solve our problem
them

unless we ask

Q. It was secn like that for
long time.

A That's

Indian Go

The

115 very con

eIy wrong
cemed as ¢
but they have
decision that they shall not inter
the Sri Lankan Gov
Timent wants them ¢

lere unles

Andeven
then I think they would think ten
times before that, which should
be cormect attitude

Q. How did the extradition
factor play in all this? Do you
think that is the concern in
Prabhakaran's mind?

A. That could very def
and we had a
lewspaper group which

s been saboiaging the peace

be one fea
major

ported your
having said
that I was coming to India and
that I would discuss the extradi
tion problem:

minister which w

with your prim

ureerly. and
truly false, It was not even on thy
agenda.

Q. Did you pet any feclers
from the Tigers checking on
this?

A, Well, wé sent them a cog
of the ction that | sent to4he
papers denying all that. But they
The

| seric

o

fon

rob

work like that

on

Q. But isn't the whole thing
hypothetical - how do you ex-
tradite Prabhakaran unless
you've caught him?

A. Exactly

Q. But why this fear then?

A.Tn

Situation of peace, he

ust be thinking that it will be

T to catch him. In a situation

he uld have 1o becom

1 cratic politician, ild

haveto be seen, he would have to
go about, |

Prabhakaran can s

e wity he sees it

Q. You mean his view of the
world is absolutely firm and
cast in concrete?

A. H i

v. We thought that may be h
uld understan: there
il f Sri Lankar
Sinhala-basc mment bein,
human, But T don't think hie un
derstunds that. Yet, i rth

12 CieCtion
1 them insi
with the ¢
10 light lam
aying that this person is goir
bring us peace. And they called
me by the name of some
that they worship. Tt
Chandrika bangles and Chandrik
racelets. So it became a myth
ke thing which was arl
ernifying Prabl n. Ever
thing went aguinsi } oeplc
view of the world. | am sure th
he couldn't possibly accept that
voman can be leader, a Sinhal.
woman at th at it Sinhal
could talk peace. All the factors
that helped the Tigers get sympa-

thy, mone
dont exist any more, We have
removed all the black marks, The
LTTE has nomos
on
behalfof the Tamil people except

f NOW SUppposec

the personal likes and dislike
an handful of LTTE leaders.
Q. Where do you go from
here?

A We ure

lying down, B ¢ are still

going into an all
1ld mean a lot

trying Lo avol

out war which v
of civiliancasualties, But beca

f way the Jaffoa peninsuly
15, 1f you have 1o dk he LTTE
there, you have to launch an all
out atinck and the place will be

wiped out

Q. Is that possible? Can the
Sri Lankan forces do it?

A, OFf course possible
That is what the IPKF tried i«
The: point is, if this Go il
gives the orders to wage w
won't go back on our word on that
either, unlike the previous go
mments who told the amy 1o
fight but cut Als wit
the Tigers

Q. Do vou believe allega
tions that Premadasa supplied
arms to the LTTE while (he
IPKF was still in the island?

A. Yes Amms and Rs, 200
million from the treasury, out ¢
eeret funds which don't |
be accounted for. Billions of ny
pees have gone out of tht fund

Q. How do you assess your
Iwo predecessors, Premadasa
and Jayewardenc

Q. Who was worse?

A, Definit arder)
B I st 1]
hich was homble. Premada
nly contir U
ingerous becay
marter, m
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Q. Do you worry about the
India factor while talking to

the Tij

A
e Ing

igers now?

\

Q. Did you gel any signals

like th.
A

at?

Q. Was your view based on

these
ment?

A

signals or

your

ASSESS -

Q. There is a cynical point
of view that the resumption of
fighting is good because
Prabhakaran as a bad guy s
politically more convenient
than Prabhakaran as a good
guy while India demands his

extrad

Al

ition.

lowcanar
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