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Thonda asked Mrs.B to accept pradha as leader of Tamils — Neville
Fernando (1993 December 23). The Island.
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Thonda asked Mrs. B to accept Prabha

Wadduwa Correspon-

K dent

Dr. Neville Fernando
rebel SLFP MP Kalu-
fara District alleged that
CWC Leader S.
Thondaman had asked
SLFP Leader Mrs. Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike,
teader of the Opposi-
tion to accept Prabha-
karan as the acknow-

ledged |eader of the
Tamils in an _ynified
North East.

He also pointed out
that by this it can be
inferred that if Mrs.
Bandaranaike agreed
to this request of his,
Mr. Thondaman was
prepared to help put
the SLFP into power.

Dr. Fernando said
this at.a:SLFP meeting
held in Keselwatta,

Panadura. He ex-
plained that he was
opposed both to the
merger of the North
and East, and the
acceptance of Prabha-
karan as leader of the
Tamils. He said that
due to political differ-
ences the people and
politicians were divided
and in this situation the
day was not far away
for Prabhakaran to cap-

ture the country.

At this meeting this
rebel SLFP MP re-
vealed that he had
been debarred by Mrs.
Bandaranaike the SLFP
leader from enlisting
members to the SLFP
branches in Panadura
and in deference to her
wishes he has desisted
from recruiting - mem-
bers to the SLFP bran-
ches in Panadura.
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~Have Provincial Council
failed? -
o

alternative to the ‘ex
Isting constituthiona
systom sugoesied by

ne Provincial
Councils system
which came nto
being in September
1987 as the constitu-
tional scheme designec
10 resolve the North-
East conféct. The ides
was firet conceived in
the minds of the Incian
gavernment Dureaucra
cy, and was subse-
quently impoesed on S
Lanka in the form of the
Thifteenth Amencment
10 the Constitution
It became one of the A
most controvers:s powel

piec of and C
Councils. Even 1thg cortain povileges  and

Western and Norih comfortable lif

n the Southerr provie

ney Anart

S Lank ’
The controversy grew 8t Provincial seversd hundeed me
round the argumenl Councils ara not Lers of thess Coune '
that the v"::‘v.:*) . ther frag o they have falled 10

i dical theaats 10 achieve anything 1ang

rought about by the

onstitutional amend thelr existence, The nmon
ment in effect const- Chiel Minisier of a
tuted a federal systen crisis ridden Southerr first
of govarnment, not Provincial Council s or of their exist
substantially different record as having sad en » second Mve-
from the Indian federal that an army of 25,000 year tarm began with a
gystem, despite the of his supporiers e ate of legal batte
fact that it contained solict ?v benind tvm 10 ana political cul-
some clements of unit take up the issue if the throatiem of the worst
i‘ ary censtitutan The government irigs 10 possible lype atl an
. COontrow has not yet sabotage drminie ous Cost o the
been rasalved, and tration. Thexe was [arge tax payer, In the mean
some eminent constitu- $Cal0  Vokncs M- time, the Central Gov
tional lawyers still nating N two doaths ernment has begun ¢
maintain that e sys-  when the Govenor of ~ Vves! in lisall the adm
tem of governmen! tha Province refused 1 f f schooks
. obtaingd in this country accept Mr, Amargt é 5 comng
is in essence a federd u reew of
' gystem Proviricial Council
' thus reducing thd pow

The mony IS that &

m which was ers onginally intended

sY
marity meant L0 reso e for them. @ Clr-
the North-Enst confect tension mstence s fair
noag heen roundly con In &ng arou nclude that Provin
demned and 'x_’,s.\'s,- wing the o1 hav
lw the perpetrators Of \ of the Pr falled a5 an Intrumer
"’;“, conflict. Besides ! cillor F1a | devon | poree
has engulfed the rest of wouk! thus ag Al It als0 gives nse o e
the country also in & the Provncial Councils further que "
confiict situation as have broughl mayhe whether of we are
ghown by the current murder and abductior enoyIng { te

f ihe SO led federa

naked struggle. for to otherwise peact




