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SRI LANKA

minous Portents

SRI LANKA'S ethnic cri-
sis is rapidly starting to
resemble a rugby scrum
with the ball being passed
d to hand with
the objective of not let-
pposition know
yssession. The trouble
now is trving to decipher who the players
reallyare.[nt lc affna peninsula. the two
main militant Tamil groups have sud-
denly been pitct hed into a bloody fratri-
cidal war. destroving each other’s camps,
jers and generallydoingthe

from har

which plaver has

1Irmy.
Minister R
sy player int
between New
and Colombo, P. Chidambaram.
of state for personnel, who
heade jating team
to Sri Lanka in the hitherto-futile search
foramutually acceptable solution. Andin
Colombo. the political posture hardened
considerably following a series of extrem-
st bomb attacks in the capital that left 26
people dead. including 13 tourists.
With the situation starting to acquire
the contours of a Shakespearean tragedy.
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the prospect of a solution has once again
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concessions, thus giving the
Chidambaram delegation little room for
manoeuvre. Unlike previous parleys, this
time there was m) joint statement issued
at the end of the talks. Further. the [ndian

side is still talking of *‘formulations™ given

Chidambaram (top); and slain militant
leader Srisabaratnam
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ie open.
nfortunately for the [ndian negon-
ators. the focusof the ethnic problemin Sri
Lanka has suddenly, and dramatically,
shifted—to the g antage of Co-
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What triggered off the ratricidal war
is difficult to establish, but the LTTE. after
three-day offensive. claimed that it hau
wiped out TELO forces and destroyed i their
camps. TELO leader Srisabaratnam was
amon uthnx:‘milui n the encounters that
wiped out an estimated 10 S militants. a
majority from TELO. Said \.S.
Balasingham of the LTTE: “We are very
sorry that Srisabaratnam had to die but
then he wouldn't have been killed if he
and his boys had surrendered instead of
resisting our attack. When we take on a
strong military force like TELO we cannot
stopatanythingshortofatotaloffensive.
Balasingham claims that the provocation
for the battle between the two was the
kidnapping of three senior LTTE com-
manders in Jaffna by TELO | 3

Spokesmen [of TELO. h\.\\xc'.‘;‘r, deny
-harges that they started the conil lict but
it has put [ndia in an
embarrassing position and given a m
advantage Colombo. Sri Lanka can
now aiford to sit back and .win‘.\ the two

oups to wipe each other out with-
out having to risk the lives ot its
security ‘uh)m o has
used the opportunity to lay the blame on
the bomb blasts in Colomuo at the door-
step of the Tamil militants an d
they are no longerinterested in a peaceful
settlement of the problem. Observes
Charles Antonydas of TELO: ‘Our military
struggle for Illmxi Felam is now in
jeopardy.” A Balakumar of the
Eelam R "'olu(mnnrw)rumn\t’*x: U [!!(,‘.\\
we can resolve our differences through
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discussions. there i future for our
struggle.”
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has put a serious spoke in the wi
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