> the Cana-
mment on St

Mr. Rajeh reporiedty
addressec 2 meet ng 31
the Unl‘lf"’"‘(r of Ofta-

Kenneln

Muldef was 3also 2

speaker, n addition 1o

| making Iwe appear-

ances on televison 0"
Oztoder 14 ¢

y According 0 r£ ey

Rajah had p'
| sentec a strorg
ment for EeL,m which

he remarks he

made was lnal govam-

‘ mcnl forces a1iE 20
gaced 'n gznocide
aqan<| Yamils in lher
eland’ and IFat

opinion
de Silva crilicises
Lankan Miss:on

sence by membars :f
the mission to counter
the slatements made

{Continued from page 1)

by Mr. Rajah. He states
also that there was no
effort made by the mis-
son to request equal
time on television to
present the actual facts
of the case.

A spokesman for the
Foreign Ministry told
“The Island™ that while
he conceded there is
certainly weakness on
the pert of some mis-
sions abroad to effec-
jively counteract LTTE
propaganda, it would
be helpful i indepen-
dent organisations of
Sri Lankan expatriates
such as the SLUNA
work in cooperation
with these missions in

enormous funds. “That
is why the missions
need the cooperation
of independent orga-
nisations rather than
their constant critic-
ism®, he said

Mr. de Silva has in
previous comespond-
ence to the Presigent
stated that "if there are
no. people-with ability in
the foreign office, why
not enlist the help of
media consultants 10
wthe,obandkeep(m
ineffective, inarticulate
bureaucrats in Sri
Lanka™.

PR

order to fortify them
and support the com- |

mon Sri Lankan cause:”

He added that some
missions have genuine
financial constraints
and run on shoestring
budgets. Others find
the task of defeating
the LTTE propaganda
system 100 challenging
largely because they
are extremely orga-
nized and supported by
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No ene countered Vasantha Rajah’s
pro-LTTE campaign in Canada .

by Namini Wijedasa

Ao association of Sri
Lankans in Ontario,
Canada, has wiitten to

president Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumar-
atunga, complaining
that the Sn Lankan mis-

MOSCOW — President Boris Yeltsin blasted
NATO expansion plans and ruled out letting the
alliance move nuclear weapons up to Russia’s
borders. Healso announced plans 1o sack Foreign
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, who is admired abroad
but accused at home of lstting the West ignore
Russia over Bosnia and NATO.

ZAGREB — Croatian President Franjo Tudjman
asswed U.S. peace envoy Richard Holbrooke he
would not attack Serb-heid Eastem Slavonia while

! peace talks wese in progrees.

ZAGREB — Russian peace envoy Igor Jvanov said
he was confident NATO and Moscow would solve
their differences over who would command Rus-
sian uoops joining a future Bosnia peace foroe

BAGHDAD The U.N. food agency recom-
mended that the U.N. Security Council should
releass hragi assets frozen abroac, saying only
foreign exchange could sustain the food rationing
system wh-ch had saved Iraq from famine.

sion in Canada did no-
thing to counter a mas-
sive propaganda cam-
paign in support of the
LTTE canied out by for-
mer Rupavahini Chair-
man Vasantha Rajah

and thus save
me face of the Sri Lank-

an govemment.

A Foreign Ministry
spokesman however
explained that Sri Lank-
an missions abroad are
kept fully informed of
what is going on in Sii
Lanka on a day to day
basis and LTTE prop-
aganda is certainly
countered when and
where necessary. “A
good example of this is
the fact that none of the
foreign governments
has come out with any-
thing adverse against
the Sri Lankan govem-
ment which is now en-

gaged in 3 military,

adversive against the
LTTE despite, the lat-
ter's repeated efforts to
sed their line™, he said.

The Si Lankan Un-

Red Nationai Ass

tion (SLUNA) has
pointed out to the Pres-
dent that during this
Eelam sponsored cam-
paign. Mr. Rajah
accounted for his credi-
bility by stating 1hat he
has been a "close
associate and con-
‘idant of the present
2resident of Sri Lank a

Mr. Rajah 1 cafly
promoted Eelam to the
Canadian pu and
Farliamentarians in
public meetings, indi-
vidual meetings with
MPs facilitated by no
less than the Deputy
Speaker of the House
of Commons and an
appearance on TV'_
Furthermore, the
President of the Asso-
ciation 1. de Silva in_his
letter said that Mr. Ra-
jah’s introduction at
meetings stated that he
can provide valuable
information, hints and
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