In Parliament on Thursday

. By Prasad Gunawarde
Walter Nanayakkara
and Zacky Jabbar

Govt is incompetent and
inhuman — Lakshman Jaya

When Parliament met at 9.00 a.m. yesterday
speaker M. H. Mohamed presided.

Atter the new TULF MP N. Sri Kantha was swom in
as MP to fill the vacancy of K. Sivaneswaran, the
no-¢gonfidence motion against the government was
moved by the Opposition.

“Whereas the United National Party Government
has miserably failed to™sdlvé the burning national
issues, acted in callous disregard of ‘the critical
financial position of the country indulging in wasteful
expenditure of public funds and failed to provide reliefl
to the long suffering masses and, whereas the said
government has, inter alia:

{1) falled to bring about peace in the North East and
the canfusion which has arisen as a result of various
conflicting statements op this issue expressed by the
leaders of the government.

(2) Failed to find a solution to the problem of the cost
of living which is escalating daily and driving it up
further by raising the prices of essential consumer
items such as milk foods, electricity and water;

{3} imposing unbearable hardships on the people by
abolishing the subsidies enjoyed by the people for
several decades specifically the subsidies on food,
education, health, fertilizer and irrigation;

{4) sold state owned institutions and assets at low
valuation to foreigners and those who are supparlers
of the government;

{5) provided the npportumly for certain |r1d|‘.r|dualo to
earn fat commissions an the purchase of Air Buses by
Air Lanka arising from a questionable deal involving a
sum of US $700 million or Rs. 34 billion for the
purchase of the said Air Buses and making untrue
statements about the said deal as well as refusing to
answer related questions in Parliament;

{€) at a time when bribery, waste and corruptjon are
rampant in the land, taken steps to safeguard corrupt
individuals by such measures as the transfer of the
Bribery Commissioner as well as failing to.appoint a
Special Presidential Commission to investigale the
widespread waste and corruption in the country which
has continued to flourish even under the present
regime despite the government being repeatedly
urged by the opposition te appoint such ‘a Commis-
sion;

(7] failed to provide a viable solution to the problem of
unemployment which cantinues to become more and
maore acute each day;

(8) caused irreparable harm to the norms of civilised
political conduct as well as qualifying the people's
mandate by resorting to such anti-democratic means
as abducting a member of the Southern Provincial
Council thus bringing about the dissolution of the
Southern Provincial Council and incurring an enor-
mous expenditure of public furtds on holding a fresh
sleciion to the Southern Province;

(9) falled to take the necessary legal steps as well as
illegally withdrawing cases already filed in courts
against high ranking persons such, as- Premadasa
Udugampola who is alleged to have'been involved in
killings and appointing them to high bosts in the
government;

(10} failed to take any action against such inhuman
acts such as the assassinatbons, disappearantes,
viclaticns of human rights which took place in recent
years including the cruel and barbaric massacre of the
school children at Embilipitiya;

{11} refused to appoint an impartial commission as
urged by the Opposition to inquire into the assassina-
tion of Leaders of Palitical parties. Heads of Security
Forces and persons such as Richard de Zoysa,
Lakshman Perera and many others;

(12) over the past 17 years wilfully allowed the State
Transpeort system set up in 1956 to provide a cheap
and reliable service to the people to detenarate to a
point beyond correction through

management, waste and corruption; ran up massive
operational losses to justify the sale of many valuable
assets belonging to the state such as buses, depots
and work-shops including the extensive facilities at
Werahera to their political henchmen at ridiculously
low prices; in the guise of peoplisation handed aver
the balance assets to employees, orgnisations domin-
ated and run by Sirikotha Mudalalis; permitted the
import of ramshackle buses and coaches which
frequently break down while running and making
public transport in general a nightmare and agony to
commuters including school children, the sick, public
and private sector employees who are jam packed and
harassed and forced to spend endless hours at the
expense of their work waiting for buses which turn up
at all odd hours;

And, therefore, this Parliament expresses and
resolves that this Parliament has no confidence in the
government.
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