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that it was the LTTE
that did the job but he
thought it was the
LTTE. The gist of.his
statement med to
imply that there weré
only three possibili-
ties. One was that the
attack was an inside «
job. The second that
it was the LTTE. The
third was that it was
the’ government
forces, Given the
position, he is in Mr
Devananda could
hardly have spoken
otherwise than he did
It appears that ear-
lier that day Mr. De
vananda had gone on
radio to strongly criti
cise the government’s
handling of the north
ern offensive. A fort
night or so earlier the
EPDP had issued a
itique of the govern
ment's devolution
proposals and advo
cated even more pow-
ers to the north-east
The EPDP seemed to
be taking their job as
MIPs, and hence as the

tives' Tamil
people, quite serious
ly in championing the
Tamil cause
What Mr

vananda seemed
have forgotten
that he and his party
owed their present
position sdlely due to

De
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the government’s pat
ronage They were
elected on technicali-
on islands
territory held by the
Sri Lankan army. The
attack that he #nd his
men suffered may
have reminded him of
this reality
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Equal partners

Fhere may be
another lesson to be
learnt from the bomb-
ing of the EPDP
headquarters. It is
that those Tamil lead
who live in Col
ombo and are forced
to be’ dependent on
the government for
their security are on
tight rein. Their fre
dom to move and
speak freely is inevit
ably constrained
through no fault of
their own. In these
cirfcumstances
whether they can
completely represent
Tamil interests is de
batable

With their often
discordant the
Colombo-based Tamil
parties are however a
factor that makes for
more confusion. In a
situation where the

TE controls terri
tory and the people
living there, negotiat

ers

voices

“elections

ing a satisfactory con
stitutional ‘proposal
with them alone is like
staging Hamlet with
out the Prince of De
nmark

Under normal
cumstances: in which
would have
been possible an orga
nisation that has
obtained power by
force of arms, such as
the LTTE, cannot
legitimately claim to
be the people’s repre
sentatives. But in a
situation of war there
is a case for accepting
the legitimacy of the
organisation that con.
trols the territory and
the people within it
In a situation of war
the people may
actually support such
a ruling organisation
against its enemies

cir

For instance, this
was the case with the
Soviet dictator Stalin
His regime killed mil-
lions of Soviet people
to consolidate itself in
power. But when the
German army In
vaded the country
Stalin the dictator was
able to the
Soviet people in-
credible acts of sacri
fice 1o defeat the in
vading forces. The

aders of the great
democracies during

inspire

1 Douglas Devananda )

world w
Roc
Mini

the second
President
and Prime
Churchill
*lin's side as
and equal
during the w
leader Prab

may be the local
equivalent of Stalin in
more ways than one

Many excellen

inalyse
regarding
ilure of t
talk
zovernmen
Among
rtant
given by the L
the br
the ref
ernment o s
I minist

peac
the g
I'TE

impc

and
the
reasons
I'TE for
ikdown was
1 of the g

nd high
s to con-

Impli

duct t talk

cit in this refusal may
have b reluct
to the
the

en a
de
that

was the de

ance con
position
I'TE fac
representative of
Tamil people, at
in “the areas
under their control. It
is likely that the
ernment negotiators
who themselves had
severe problems of
credibility, did not
consider their LTTE
counterparts to be
Is at the negotiat

to
the
least
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There is a profound
sense in which nego-
tiations are only possi
ble between
who consider
other to be moral
equals. Or else the
talks are likely to de
rate into each
side trying to bully or
intimidate the other
into acquiescing
Negotiations usually
take place when both
partic lise that
they b
way to a

parties
each

gene

stalemate
situation where neith
er is able to impose its
will on the other

Equal partners

Many would agree
that the situation in
the country is ex

tremely grave. The re
ported death toll in
the north-east is
mounting and the eco-
nomy appears to be
tottering. The fault
lies not in the stars but
in ourselves, we
are underlings
are words
Shakespeare. Con
sidering the applica
bility of these words is
particularly relevant
to our lamentable
situation today when
answers to national
problems are being
sought in the stars

Despite the bleak
ness of the present
moment, and the im
minence of the Octo
ber 24 eclipse, an
astrologer recently
come down from Jaff
na revealed that the
people of that war
afflicted area had
faith that peace would
be dawning by August
1996. The reason that
was the
change in the position
of the stars

The people in
north-east, he went
on to *say, had lost
their faith, which they
once strongly had, in
the ability of the PA
government to bring
about peace through
non-destructive and
humane means. Nor

These

he gave

the

did the people believe
in the preparedness of
the LTTE to restore
peace with democracy
to them. Therefore
they looked to the
stars.

The leading Indian
commentator
and a former Rajya
Sabha member, Ra
jmohan Gandhi, once
disclosed that even
the great Jawaharlal
Nehru, a confirmed
rationalist, suc-
cumbed to the verities
of astrology in his
waning years. Life is
so very uncertain that
peopie, including
politicians, look to the
stars for guidance
But not Mahatma
Gandhi

According to
grandson Rajmohan,
the Mahatma was the
one Indian leader who
did not consult the
astrologers. Instead
he listened to what he
called his ‘inner voice’
and based his actions
on eternal principles
Most importantly the
Mahatma believed in
the power of truth so
much that he said that
God T'ruth and
vice versa. He had no
place for white magic
black magic
Of course
the politicians
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Mahatma did not
have to make false
promises to, win at
elections because he
did not hold elected
office. From a charit-
able point of view
perhaps those in the
zovernment who
made their election
time promises did not
mean to lie so blatant-
Iy. But every day the
government-imposed
censorship reminds
the ordinary citizen
that the good inten
tions of the PA have
failed to become real

Recenttly the Is
and pointed out edi-
torially that there
were many senior
government members
who were not in
favour of a continua-
tion of the censorship
But the defence au-
thorities seemed to be
pressing for its reten-
tion. In a situation of
civil war and overrid-
ing security concerns
they have become
underlings’ of a sys-
tem in which the exer-
cise of power and not
truth or morality is
foremost. Whatever
the may say,
stopping the war and
the black arts it serves
to justify has to be
everyone’s national
priority number one
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