We are not
fivilian targets’

fixcerpts from Thurs-
y’s cabinet news confer-
ce held at the Depart-
:nt of Information.
Q: At Wednesday’s
1binet discussion was
gre a discussion as to the
jpointment of a new
rief Justice and was a de-
jion taken?

A: The new Chief Justice

s even at this moment

ken oaths. He is Sarath

lva.

Q: While Supreme
ourt Justice Ameer
mail has been asked to
wiew a petition which
neries why Mr.Silva’s
ame should not be struck
T the roll of attorneys-at-
w, what is your comment
n the appointment as
‘hief Justice of an indi-
idual on whom this is fo-
used against?

A:Your question is not
slevant. Mr. Sarath Silva

inted as Chief
ustice of this country. There
; nothing more that I need
) say.

Q: The ICRC has con-
irmed that 21 civilians
vere killed by airforce
jombing yesterday in
vlullaitiva. Why is the
jovernment now bombing
ivilians? What details do
rou have on this?

A:We are not bombing
ny civilians. We have se-
ected bombing targets, that
s, LTTE targets which have
>een identified by several

camps in that area.

Q: Could you have made
a mistake? Could it be that
the air force had missed the
target and then bombed the
civilians?

A : No, I cannot comment
on that.

Q : Will there be an inves-
tigation?

A :Itis up to the Ministry of
Defence and probably the Sec-
retary of Defence will decide
once he receives further infor-
mation. 7

Q: Brigadier, what action
is the Army taking about in-
filtration of the Army?

A:Infiltration in what sense?

Q:The Minister said there
was infiltration of the Army.

A:(Minister Samaraweera
): We were not talking of infil-
tration intg,the Army in terms
of personnel. What I men-
tioned was that certain minis-
ters pointed out that there is a
certain group within the United
National Party which consists
of retired police officers and re-
tired Army officers who have
been surfacing from time to
time even during times of elec-
tions who have been assigned
to use some of their contacts
within the Army and the po-
lice. At the same time it was
pointed out that the majority in
the Army and the police are do-
ing an excellent job today. In
fact, Tamil friends of mine are
telling me that they are very
courteous and civil, and it 18
only the odd one who is not. In
fact, the Brigadier says they re-

}

Q:But you are not an-
swering.

A. Yes, therightto answer |
and not answer is both mine:

Q:I am asking a very
clear question. How did
the government decide to
appoint someone who is
under investigation and
may have his name struck
off the attorney-at-law roll
as the Chief Justice of this
country?

(Minister): Next ques-
ti()p. r

Journalist: Minister, are
you not duty-bound to an-
swer questions on behalf of
the government?

A: No, this did not come
up during Cabinet discus-
sions, and for another thing,

. apart from what I told you I

don’t have any more infor-
mation.

Q: No, that was not my
question, minister. When
journalists ask questions
regarding high officials ap-
pointed by the govern-
ment, are you taking the
stand that the governmgnt
won’t answer those ques-
tions?

A: No, I didn’t say I
wouldn’t answer questions.
I said very clearly this in-
stance that you have a right
to ask, and I too have a right
to not reply, especially in this
instance since I don’t have
the facts to reply with. We
also can talk for the sake of
talking. we don’t do that,
unlike some people. We can
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