“Wel'spoken — Mr. Deputy Speaker

The éontroversiél
.and outspoken Deputy
Speaker:' Mr. Gamini

Fonseka: has done “it."
again. His fiery speech :

in Parliament in' the
wake of the recent
murderous _ attacks on
Pooneryn: Army Camp
and the Nagathivan-
thurai Naval ' Base - by
the LTTE, is an eye
opener and _cannot go
unheeded.  ° :
Notwithstanding _ his
position as Deputy!:
Speaker to the House,
he had the courage, un-
fortunately lacked by
most of the members of
the government today,
to show his utter dis-
gust of the recent milit-
ary setbacks and en-
lighten the people of
this country what a
farce this war has be-
come.

The Deputy Sepak-
er's home truths would
have naturally angered
those who have tumed
this unfortuante war
into their advantage
and livelihood and even
before he could end his
speech would have no
doubt contemplated
disciplinary action and
how to get rid of him.
What the government
should keep in mind is
that they have a man-
date to the people of
this country to end this
war and to end it
speedily-

Every public spirited
citizen of this country
irrespective of his poli-
tical faith would un-
doubtedly agree with
the shocking facts bar-
ed by the Dy. Speaker
and laud his gallant
efforts even at this late
hour to expose the
shortcomings of his
own camp even at cost
of an imminent expul
sion.

At the time of writing,
the actual death toll of
our men and the loss of
military equipment are
not made public. Un-
confirmed reports say
that more than 400 ser-
vicemen feared dead,
hundreds injured and
missing and the rest
trapped inside their be-
sieged camps. The loss
of military equipment

-ftinconcerned.

including armoured
tanks, gun boats, com-
munication equipment

ietc., would no doubt
yun -into  millions: of

upees as in the: pre-
ous LTTE attacks.
\Have our people:
ust now realised
- Wat this war has done
“1¢his country and to
%w With this-on-going
Wait has been a case
offghtening our belts
forgars but how long
Canye afford to carry
theburdens of this
cosftl war?

_Thy. Speaker has
pPInpated the agony of
the iers who are
expecld to win a war
againsivell trained and
highly iotivated LTTE

- cadres ith an emply
stomach, shivering in

the cold \ their impro-
vised bukers day in
and: day 4t. Not long
ago there‘g,ere urgent
appeals fofcadjans’ to

protect th(n during
rainy seasos,

There wa\also this
report of soliers mak-.

tors when the pople of

this country unksitatingly

contributed to %e De-
fence Fund. Is tfs how
we expect the 'zmed
forces to fight-ar§ win
this war?

An incident that\ap-
pened not so longigo
comes in to my ming A
friend of ours who wint
on a business trip ‘o
Trincomalee ‘was r«
turning to Colombo i
his van. He was waiting
his turn at an army
check point and a ser-
viceman approached
him and asked him
whether he could help
them to get their mid-
day meal packets from
an army camp as due
to the non-availability
of official vehicles they
were unable to get their
medls. Our friend gladly
ohliged.

While soldiers
fight these

pathetic conditions, the
politicians run round in
their luxurious pajeros
Most
members of the parlia-

our
under

ment have ‘more than
.one official vehicle., for
their use. =

There was recent re-
port in a news paper
that a former Chief
Minister had eleven

. official vehicles for his
use while the Governor ..

of that province had
been-allocted nine’ offi-
cial vehicles, when four
wheel vehjcles are_g,
crying need in the oper-
ational areas. It is a
shame that those in
power have a-callous
disregard for the suffer-
ings and welfare of our
troops.

During the remembr
ance week we boldly
wear a ‘poppy’, lay a
wreath at the foot of a
statue and our patriot-
ism ends there. We' re-
turn to cricket matches,
tamashas and beauty
contests. What kind of
Sinhalese are we? This
is'not the time for post-
mortems or shift the
blame to previous gov-
ernments. Why has the

s government failed to

end this war? If the

“Indian Navy is reported

to be successfully ob-
structing a major por-
tion of the supply line of
the LTTE; how do they
afford to continue this
war? Each time a camp
of ours was overrun
millions of rupees worth
of sophisticated arms
purchased by the gov-
ernment at our cost,
were removed by the
LTTE and ironically
these arms inturn were
used to annihilate our
own forces, proverbial-
ly ‘cutting the flesh of
the pig on its own
back'.

Haven't we become
Neros today playing the
fiddle while the North
and the East areburning
enjoying ourselves in
iance halls in Five Star
Rotels and being deaf
ad blind to the alarm-
im rise of casualties in
the armed forces and
the cries of agony and
dedair of their familes.
This war has caused
mort heartburn than
the ration can bear.

The need for valiant
and mxdicated soldiers
like th2 late. Gen, De

nzil. Kobbekaduwa who
was respected even by
the Tamils in the North
and who'ended by be-

“coming a household
name in the country, is
mostly felt at this sad
hour today.

It-is—upto the people
of this country to effec-
tively agitate the gov-*
ernment for a speedy-
end to this bloody war"
which the country can
illafford.

The LTTE has no de-
sire for peaceful nego-
tiations. Their declara--
tion of an ‘all oit war’
with government aptly
describes their inten-
tions. People of this
country are not in-
terested in elections or
who comes to power.
What they want is
peace and not to be
deceived by election
gimmicks. This is-the
hour of the Patriots.

The QOpposition's re-
peated calls for placing
the country on a war
footing was never
heeded. The Presideht

“should atleast now, re-
view the call of the
opposition and make
genuine efforts to save
ithis country from total
destruction and pave a
way for all the people
live in peace.

The absence of a
State Minister of De-
fence who is answér-
able to the parliament is
yet another cry of the
opposition which has
gone unheeded. The
people of this country
should be enlightened
to the gravity of the
situation. The Editorial
of the Island paper of

* the 14th November '93
aptly-describes the pre-
sent war situation.

In the face of the
recent shocking military
defeats the President
and his government
should review the
whole military strategy
and make effective
changes if we are to’
contemplate winning
this war and saving this
country from threats of
utter destruction.

Mr. President, you
owe it to the people of
this country.

Mrs. R. Dahanayake.




