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The man author

Incredible Censor

as well.

ed by the Competent Au-
thority (Government Censor) to approve
"military related nes" yesterday did the
most incredible act of censoring -
sored what the censor had earlier passed.

The government's own death toll figures
of the Armed Services and the LTTE given
by the Operational Headquarters of the
Defence Ministry in Operation Riviresa
were cut with a red ball point pen yester-
day.

The same censor also cut a Sunday Times
map depicting the success
Army in Operation Riviresa and believe it
or not the name of the Army Commander

es of the Sri Lanka

he cen-

|

Cornered LTTE
hits the city

The first phase of what is eas
ily the largest military campa
against the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam in recent times,
‘Operation Rivire was ac
complished within 72 hours last
week.

(Censored) troops from the
Sri Lanka Army's (Censored)
moved out of the newly estab-
lished defence lines off
Navakkeeri-Punnal.kattuvan
towards Achchelu a distance of
nearly three kilometres.

CenSOYed

Phase One of "Operation
Riviresa" was launched hours
before dawn on“October 117
Troops backed by Main Battle
Tanks and supported by heavy
artillery thrust their way through
fierce resistance. As the assault
ended and the process of consoli-
dation began, more{Censored)s
die \\\ulmiuwunmnI\\ddlul
Over. were injured. There
was no word from the LTTE on
theircasualties
(Censored)
the Operational Headquarters
of the Ministry of Defence said
that on October 17 "61 terrorists
e killed" and "over 250 ter
rorists wounded". There was
however, no official word from
the Ministry over subsequent Ti-
asualties. E

Even before troops took the
first step on the much publicised,
ited "Operation
to execute Govern-

much
Riviresa
ment's plans o re-eapture Jaffna,

ger guerrillas had made elabo-
rale prepar

his task was the exodus of some
),000 civilians from

Vadamaratchehi area - the ¢

of the precursor tothe latest mili

civilians had abandoned their
homes and moved to schools,
churches
Thenmaratchchi

d othgr places in

errillas placed i

ath, the security forces

waythroughandfired

arapid frequency. They

o fired RPGs (Rocket Pro.
led Grenades) thus badly d

d a buffel

By Iqbal Ath

Butthe thoops fought their way to
achieve their objective. Wi (i the
first phase over ‘,.ﬂ
€ 5ri Lanka

Army are now gearing them
selves t0-aceomplishetasks spek
Qutin “Gperation Riviresa

But there were clear indica-
tionsthat LTTE leader, Velupillai
Prabhakaran, was hell bent on
extending the guerilla war from
the north to other theatres in a
strong bid to stall the thrust into
Jaffna. As widely expected, Ti
gers cashed in on the depleted
se€urity forces strength in the
east (o trigger off astring of inci-
dents. If that was 'bad enough,
they brought the warto Colombo
by attacking the Kolonnawa Oil
Storage Complex and the LPG
Plant in Orugodawatte. The dar-
ing open confrontation that led to
the deaths of at least 21 security
forces personnel was undoubt
edly a scathing indictment on
security precautions in the City
It also portended a completely
new dimensionto threats of guer
rilla attacks on vulnerable points
and VIPs in the city
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T TE has continued to
mount pressureon security forces
in the Batticaloa, Amparai and
Trincomalee districts. In
Batticaloa south, (Censored)

e has been a build:
particularly
e sector cov

In Trincomalee, there were rc.
hat Tigers were planting
along main highways
and setting up a string of landing
points for Sea Tiger boats along
the coast line. There had also
been a build-up along the main
Colombo-Trincomalee highway
north of the Habaran:

(Censored) _they hadjeamt
of large groups of guerillas con-
ducting reconnaisanceandcross
ing this main supply route.

But the most shocking of in
cidentsinrecent weeks werethose
in the City of Colombo
claimed mdny a time by sections
of the defence establishment as
being much safer in view of in
creased checkpoints, patrolling
and search operations.

he tenure of office of

of the luxuri-
ous Colombo Hilton, Tiger as
sassins shot dead Ap
Amirthalingam

But some of the assailam? them

selves were shot dead

But on October 9,
suspected LTTE
mounted a daring attack
EPDP chummery at Havelock
R\v ith the aim of killing its

h« Devanand
man who has br
ous death af
but three of
driver were
assailants

theirnumbers whichranged from
010 20) launched attacks on the
Ceylon Petroleum Comoration's
0il Storage tanks at Kolonnawa
and the Liquified Petroleum Gas
in Orugodawatte.

es per

i
installation
Twenty
sonnel and two civilians were
Initial estimates of the
put at
50,000

kille
age caused is being
overRs. ion. Ove:

ing wanton destruction and en
2 in sporadic gun battles
with Police *m[ security forces.
While this went on, the fires
caused by explosions continued.
Plumes of dark clouds blackened
he bright sky
Cos
economi
Prime

emed about the
damageit would

Minister, Sirimavo
promptly tel

dian Prime Minister
mha Rao to seek help. Pre-

ier Rao promptly responded by
an Indian fire fighting
1 Indian

rus
unit with equipment on ar
Air Force aircraft

As security forces
fought tc

acy of securily i
and suburbs. They

unconventional way

The Sri Lankan Army Chief

Censored

has invited both praise and criti
cism. When  (Censored)
was appointed Army Chiel i
January 1994 he m:
ment

1 state:

public who

the LTTE can b
end in two to (f
ed the understanding of
military leaders of
ension of gucrrilla

reflec
Sri L
theircompre

warfare.

1
The bottom line is clear
eing reactive
the Sri
e LTTE to
isation of
in 1974 (¢

grow from an ¢
dful me mh. rs

a movement of over

irc

W a \Hlnn‘

» form

army en.
ble guerrilla

]H'

\uru liket

the Sri
nized by
cal leaders of the PA it

hailed to defiver the goods. Had
national security been left to the
Sri Lankan generals, todate over
40,000 Sri Lankan troops would
hting less than 600

my was galv

This car
happened i

e viewed from v

id and late 1987
fier the induction of the [PKI
10 Sri Lanka. Operation Pawan
wasiniliated with a four-pronged
hrust into Jaffna city. It was a
bloody battle and despite

ge manpower, the LTTE re
ated strategically into the
nd and conducted regular

into the peninsula.

Censored

have to consider
thre

control an area where the popu-
lation will be friendlier to the

d, will the Sri Lankan

avesufficient manpower

both to strike and control Jaffna,

d then to conduct raids into

and to prevent the

m destabilizing the
peninsula?

Third, what is the strategic
ge of holding Jaffna?
answers 10 these ques-

ions are clear. The Sri Lankan

troops will be able o hold Jaffna
withtheassistance of rival Tamil
groups such as EPDP, PLOTE,
TELO and possibly EPRLF and
EROS. Unless these groups afe
under strict instructions to con.
duct themselyes in a discip
manner, and the troops {
selves are well manag

mil public arg bound o sup

he LTTE

It is history that
peninsula has be
control from about
carly 1986 upto now with the
exception of two years during
which the IPKF controlled the
peninstila. Therefore,
Lankan troops and the
groups will be in an unfri

m; J

Velupillai Prabhakaran will
ensure that if he does not control
Jaffna, the Sri Lankan troops
will neither control the East nor
Jaffna. He will destabilize both
these theatres

History has much Lo offer
With over 100,000 operational
troopsand much more resources
the Indians could not destroy the
LTTE from 1987 to 1989. Con
ments by Sri
Lankan politicians and dons, re.
centrecords reveal that India
was determined 1o destroy the
LTTE but it could not

For India, Sri Lanka was like
America's Vietnam and the Af-
ghanistan of the Soviets

trary 10 some

Jaffna under LTTE: a rebel police station

imum, bothint
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st the LTTE ir
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What should be tf
government. military

he Sri Lankan forces in

nd the East, strikin

to Colombc
the LTTE has been ‘H\
grow into a massive
tion. The LTTE has virtual
ated a de facto state.

The Sri Laj

should be to
military
capability of the LTTE

slitical and ecoriomiic

Towards this go:
emment should fight tk
notonly in the mi
n the political a

lane. How can tHi

also
nomic
achieved
Militarily
troops should const
duct operations with the aim pf
killing as many LTTE cadres fis
possible, demoralizing he xit
ing cadres and preventing:new
recruits from join t
Politically, th
must not. wai
yover to i

betw
surgent

be doneistodeve
political autonomy to the
people and to make (F
political power in the
ment with the other
ies. This should be done sitnu
taneogisly with the military o
erations,

zovern-

strates tothe T
by giving them
nomic opportunitie:
be no change of he;
winning s and the minds
the w nst the I
n. Who will liv

the North ev
recovered fron
LTTE. It will be the
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military campaig )
populated ike Jaffna
should not be conductec
conventional fash

nils its sincerity

also e

struction of the
erty and the injuries mu-\ eath ¢

civilians for a lor

iesand the tactics
serrilla forces. Fi
y their way
The SriLankan
ers must chang
they are fighting an unconyef

tional and not a conventional




