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300,000 flee

war-torn
Jaftna region

Refuge-secking civilians face shortages
as government launches offensive

OHN STACKHOUSE
The Globe and Mail

AVUNIYA, Sri Lan A major
offensive by the Sri iankan mili
amil rebels has
assive civilian exodus
from the country’s northern Jaf-
fna Pminsuld '\nd pr(nnplm hu

Since  go
launched their biggest offensive
against the Liberation Tigers uf
Tamil Eelam two \’\.eol\s ago,

controlled towns in the north,
where ther > serious shortages
of food, drinking water and med-
icine, according to several organi-
zations working in the nqrth.

The military said yesterday it
had captured the northern town
of Nirveli, only eight kilometres
from the mbolic Tiger head-
qua in the city of a, after
a fierce battle that, according to
the army, left at least 92 rebels
and 40 soldiers dead.

Aid w and Roman Catho-

Chu ials working in
Jaffna said government aircraft
bombed several parts of the city
and surrounding countryside over
the weekend, hitting at le:
hospital and killing dozens

People don’t I\nm\ whdre to

X d& sought .refuge

at the university, while the ar-

rival of the autumn monsoon

played havoc with those trying to

escape t on dirt roads.

Other agencies reported tens of

thousands of Tamils fleeing Jaffna

to the town of Chava

about 20 kilomet

Tamil groups and inter:

lief agencie asked the gov-

ernment to declare f
ans.

“The roads are full of people on
the move,” said a field worker for
the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees.

Almost 900,000 people live on
the Tamil-dominated Jaffna Penin-
sula.

“We certainl sted the ci

lian population to keep a
from the conflict zone,” said Bri
adier Sarah Munasinghe, the mili
tary’s spokesman.
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New York Times Service
the military had heard
of only 10 civilian deaths in Jaf-
fna, while more than 100 Sinha-
lese lians were killed last
week in rebel attacks. “The Sri
Lankan military has done remar-
kably well,” he i
With a torrential monsoon hit-
ting northern Sri Lanka in the
past few days, government forces
and rebels have been locked in a
fierce battle for control of the
rn peninsula. The govern-
of more than 30,000
backed by tanks and
ault aircraft, has seized
quare kilometres of
rebel territory
In the face of a major military
assault, the rebels are said to
have moved some of their weap-
ons factories from the Jaffna Pe-
ninsula to the northern mainland,
which they also control. Having
lost control of their clandestine
adio station. the rebels have
adio station, the rebels have
started to enter schools to recruit
and girls for their foi
to students, Do ‘you
tudy and die, or fight
" said a Roman Catholic
sed in Jaffn;
The Sri Lankan military plans
to launch a s&omé‘r\' hool re
cruiting drive for fresh forces
soon.
Mr. Kanthan, who h
toral degree from the U
uf Otthwa, said the recent ﬁghtmv
ffna has been the worst he

ment

want to

y OWn eyes piece
flesh that could not be put to-
gether,” he alled. “We had
bury people like that, in piect

the perimeter of Jaffna, which is
largely residential. He added that

ve laid land
mines around much of Jaffna,
publicly displayed the corpses of
30 government soldiers on Sun-

A young man is measured during a recrujtment drive that beg
ankan military continues its offens

‘I saw with my own
eyes pieces of flesh
that could not be put
together. We had to
bury people like that,
in pieces.’

With a tight government eco
nomic embargo around the ar
controlled by the rebels, Jaffna
has fallen ‘to a medieval form of
survival. Mr. Kanthan said he saw
two wounded civilians trans-
ported to hospital by bulloc t
Last week, the city’s only surgeon
performed 42 amputations in one
17-hour stint, even’' though he
didn’t have enough oxygen and
painkillers for patient:

In Vavuniya, which marks the
border betwee nment and
rebel-controlled territories, the
mood among Tamils crossing the
line yesterday was palpably

ve ag(\lnst I‘{um] ruhuls

angry. “The army is shelling Jaf-
fna at random,” said Father Fran-

s Kennedy, a Catholic priest in
Vavuniya heir main aim is not
to defeat the but to win Jaf-

uniya, the
mmed its strict
north that might
rebels. Of the 700 or s
people who northward
daily, no one can carry chocolate
ndles (used in ex-
clothing (camou-
flage), headache pi les or
mosquito coils. They can y
two bars of soap and one litre of
coconut oil itial for local
cooking. a result of the
bargo, the price of soap in |
is six times that in the capital
lombo, while kerosene sells for 20
times the normal pr P
in Jaffn

government
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Jaffna will

ginatda
e starvation if
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an in Colombo yesterday as the ¢
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this
said
Idml|\ who want to leave the

as temporarily

continues,” Mr. Kanthan

th the rebels as a sort
rity deposit

tinues to provide large amountsof
food to rebel-held areas, through
international relief agencies, in
the belief that it must help feed its
own citizens. It

ernment offices to operate in Jaf-
fnd, under rebel supervisiol
along with ~national bank
branrhos that carry funds to the

'Ih- government launched  its

big offensive after the rebels aban-

in April, when

and

then shot down two military air-

planes,

't get any solu-

ather Kennedy said. “We

2d a third country to come and
intervene.”




