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A threat of LTTE attack has triggered off a tragic hu-
man exodus-one from Vavuniya the other from Welioya

By Leon Berenger, Chris

Kamalendran and
Hiranthi Fernando

hey were leaving in
their thousands, men,
women and children of

all communities as the sounds
of war got closer and closer to
*their backyards.

The exodus of people was
on in two fronts, one in the
northem district of Vavuniya
and the other on the eastern
flank of Welioya.

It all began on Wednesday,
shortly after the clandestine
LTTE radio hinted in an an-
nouncement that Vavuniya
was no longer safe as it had
come within the range
ger artillery fire and u

tion in the Vavuniya district

A majority of them fled to
Tamil-dominated areas of
Mannar and Chettikulam,
while others sought refuge
with relatives and friends in the
eastern cities of Trincomalee,
Batticoloa and Kattankudy and
in places such as Nuwara
Eliya, Kandy and Matale in the
central hills

Police and security forces
did not move to stop the exo-
dus for fear of being accused
of using civilians, mainly
Tamils as a human shield
“Everybody who had a valid
pass was free to leave and go
whereever they wanted to. No
one stopped them in any way
whatsoever,” a woman police
constable (WPC) manning a

sent in their top executives to
clear the shelves of valuable
items from their outlets before
they fell into the wrong hands.
There were those who were
also there to make a quick buck
at the expense of another’s
ds of peo-
ple were desperately trying to
flee the town in whatever avail-
able transport, some van opera-
tors were
like Rs. 7.
trip from Vavuniya to
Medawachiya. The normal
rate is not more than Rs. 2000.
Those who have not left are
those who have little option
since they are refugees from
hting and cannot
travel out of the distritt since
they do not have the relevant
5 ST B

to a virtual standstill because
of the prevailing uncertainity
K. Balasunduram who was
displaced during earlier fight
ing at Kilinochchi is now
trapped in a refugee camp at
Punthotam in Vavuniya. On
e 10 town

ever provisions possible wit
the meagre Rs 30 given to them
by the authorities for their daily
xpenses. But nothing could
be bought since most traders
had put down their shutt
Balasunduram and others
him have little option but live
in hope that aid a would
role in as soon as possible.
The scene that greets one at
the Vavuniya hospital is pa-
thetic. Hospital authorities to-
gether with Medicin Sans
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