he recent escape of
1 43 hard-core el
. ments of the Libera-

-1-tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam
15 (LTTE) from the special
11" campat the Vellore Fort has

not only exposed the seri-
ous administrative lapses

cret links with and support-
ing the LTTE for selfish
reasons, the Tamil Nadu
Chief  Minister  and
AIADMK general scerctary,
Ms. Jayalalitha, is charging
the Centre with playing poli-
tics on a sensitive issue and
not ing with her in

{7 debate about the political
patronage the militants are
., enjoying in Tamil Nadu.

Ninth in a series since
1992 involving only the
LTTE cadre, thelatest geta-

Jt way has enabled 30 men
rand women of the highly

i treacherous group to be on

“the prowl, @hd that has

“rendercd not only Tamil
" Nadu but the entire nation

vulnerable to a great risk.
There is also apprehension

" that these darcdevils might

| ; altempt to storm the high

 security Poonamallce sub-
jail to free their comrades
accused in the Rajiv Gan-

01 dhi assassination case.

ver since the dhnic
= crisisbroke outin Sri Lanka
in 1983, Tamil Nadu has
been in the grip of a new
phenomenon of violence

ulture, in
dence of crime and smug-
gling.
i
o1, Thesegregated militant
gmﬂps like the LTTE,
RLF,

i camps, as also the 60,000
hapless Tamil refugees from

' across the Palk Straits, have
apparcntly lost the sympa-

used’to relax...

her determined efforts to
stamp out the menacing
forces.

The Opposition partics
in Tamil Nadu, particularly
the Congress () and the
DMK, join Ms. Jayalalitha's

she or her lieutenancy had
been quick to come out
charging the Congress (I)
and the Central intelligence
agencics with conspiring to
discredit and destabilise her
Govemment.

Thepolitical shuttlecock
apart, thetop-level bureauc-
racy dismisses as meaning-
less and absurd the allega-

* tion that Ms. Jayalalitha has

an understanding with the
LTTE. It haslittle to suspect
the Chief Minister's com-
mitment to drive out the

tional escape of LTTE mili-
tants from Vellore, Ms.
Jayalalitha spoke of gaps in
the personal involvement of
superior officers in camp,
security and how detailed
instructions and pointed in-
telligence reports failed to
sensilise the officers and
men.

Rampant corruption, fear.
and connivance not only
among police and revenue
personnel and fisherman in
the coastal areas but also in
the Customs and- coastal
securily, which aretoo well-

The entry of the tunnel which the militants dug
o get away... gaping holes in security.

bitter critic and Janata Party
president, Dr. Subramanian
Swamy, in dubbing her asa
stooge of the LTTE. They
allegecollusionbétweenthe
AIADMK leadér and the
LTTE  supiemo. - V.
Prabhakaran,the former pro-
viding a safe haven for the
militants 1o operate from

militants and is fully in
agreement with her oft-re-
peated public statement that
much of the law and order
problem in Tamil Nadi will
be taken care of if only all
the Sri Lankan Tamils,
whether militants or refu-
gees, canbesent back “lo
stock and barrel”

The Tipu Mahal in the courtyard uﬁ.h( apunl camp in the Vellore Fort where the LTTE mmmms
.. were the doors really locked?

known to dilatc upon, have
contributed enormously to
the weakening of the vigil

) against escapes and unau-
thorised intrusions into‘the
State. Smuggling activities
g0 on unabated as the mili-
tants, for whom moneyis no
constraint at all, pay uni-
aginably high prices for
supplics of fuel, food and
medicines.

While one could see that
the LTJE activities have
corhe down steeply from
what it was before Ms.

* Jayalalitha came to powerin
1991, officials do concede
that the Tigers' support base
in Tamil Nadu is increasing
1n recent months, an omi-
nousdevelopment which
should cause real concem to
the Government. 5

The 120 refugee camps
located in different parts of
the State serve as major
communication and contact
points for the militants who
arcalso pampered by certain
political parties, Tamil chau-
vinist groups besides a few

thy of the common man in
‘Tamil Nadu. The most de-
tested is the LTTE and that
s best illustrated by the fact
that whenever a crimetakes
pln:cm\ywh:(cmlhrb\;\k

nmediate popular sus-
pl:mn is the “hand” of the

VLTTE.

Most of these militants
are not.involved in any
legal case; but because of
their propensity to indulge
in criminal activity, they
sare separated from other
“tefugees and lodged in spe*
cial camps. The Staté Goy-
emment would be glad (o
pack them off as the
tants themselves demand;
ifthey are kept here at great
fisk, it is only because the
“Centre has ditected it to be
atus, neither as
_Fefugees nor as prisoncrs, is
[ precisely the proble foc
the administrati

/. Even as she is being
| accuscd of maintaining se-

Tamil Nadu in retum for an
assurance against any threat
to her life.

Ms. Jayalalitha's detrac-
tors point to the absence of
adequate followup in_ the
cases concering jailbreaks
and the fleeing of LTTE
men from police custody..

Those who are alleging
collusion  between Ms.
Jayalalitha and the LTTE
could not deny'the fact that
soon after taking the reins,
she went all out to smash the.
g oL

work, transport system and
armaments supply and ap-

of the organisations and
individuals who are openly
espousing the cause of the
banned LTTEisalsocitedas
proof of her being soft tothe
Tigers. In their view, the
inquiry commissions are an
eyewashand the suspension
of a few policemen after
every escape was only to
hide her “secret understand-
ing” with the LTTE and
make scapegoats of offiers.
Ms. Jayalalitha, too, is
not found wanting when it
comes fo making wild
charges  against others.
Whenever an escape, high-
way robbery or any such
crime took place in the past,

nts even with only

d resources and out-
dated equipment, It was
largely due to her insistence
that the Centre imposed a
ban on the LTTE. She has
been saying that the drive
against the militants will go
on without any let-up and
uninhibited by the fact that
she faces the greatest danger
from, the dre:
group. .

The ground reality, how-

ever, is that the adginistra-
tive machinery is hardly
cquipped to mest the chal-
lenge. Ev
conferenceof Collector Aml
police officers on
23, referting (o the sensa-

ed killer |

in_the guises of lawyers.
Many of these elements said
to be in the payroll of the
LTTE blindly, support the

\credence 10 their theory of
collusion  between  Ms.
Jayalalitha and the mili-
tants.

snapping of clectoral Jics
between the AIADMK and
the Congress (1), the Centre
I iy copotutylp

Rampant corruption, fear and connivance
among officials have contributed to the weaken-
ing of the vigil against escapees in Tamil Nadu

militants even if their activi-
ties arc detrimental to the
inferest of the State. The
failure of theGovernment to
check these forces if often
cited by the critics to lend

The main grouse of the
State Govemmentis that the
Centre never considered the
LTTE menace as a national
issue, unlike the Kashmir or
Punjab problein. Since the

ment on the LT

Despite being generous
in the last three years in
giving assurances of all help
to contain the militants, ac-
tuallythe Centre has stopped «
with a Rs. 10 crore aid
package as against the re-
quest for an.assistance of
Rs.80 crores fo modemise
the police forcetomatch the

sophisticated weapons of
the militants. It is also hesi-
tanttoarm the State Govern-

ment in a position to ad«
equately present the State's
case for

ment with powers to treat
the militants as prisoners
and subject them to the

~ordinary prison laws to cf-
al

fectively curb their illega
activities on the Indian soil.

The pity is unlike her
mentor, . MGR,
Jayalalitha s not in mppon
with the Centre soas to get
her own way, nor are there
senior ftom Tamil

The Opposition parties, in-
clmlmg the Congress (1),

way out can be found if only
the Chief Minister can sit
with the Prime Minister (o

fault vith the! mwmm
meat than lping it tackle
problem

n.c game . of

discuss all the

of the LTTE issue. The
attempt should be not to
suppress themilitants lodged
in special camps.but to

is not going
o throw up solutions. The.
DMK president and former

Chief Muuslcr, Mr. M.
Ki

Nadu in the Union Govern-

lshldcjusuﬁcauunanymcr:
.

habitatat the earliestc
C. Raghavan and R.
Parthasarathy
in Madras
(Courtesy ‘Hindu’)
See also page 6




