Easter commanders slate civil officers. (1993, November 14) The

Island.

&\ "IT ﬂ'ﬁ n‘w

Eastern commanders slate
civil officers -

by Shamindra Ferdi-
nando in Batticaloa

Military officials in
Catticaloa, striving to
secure the eastemn re
gmn from LTTE infiltra-
ion, accuse Colombo-
oaseda civikan adminis-
trators of ‘disng to do
theiy part

While government
officials in Colombo
were -not extending
adequate. support,
North-East Provincial
Council “officials - were
aiso not achve enough
in u"nn. o ur‘g Nor-
malcy” to the East, Ma-
or General Lucky Alga-
ma, general-officer-
C.’)Y“!”".dﬂ(}'[lg army un-
is in the East said in an
interview in Batticaloa
on Thur scay Securi l)
coordinating officer for
the Batticaloa District,
Brigadier Lohan Guna-
wardena echoed these
sentiment,

Brig. Gunawardena
disclosed that in its
efforts to plévent \LTTE

n ’h‘- Batticaloa
he a'n., ;»lm
} al identit
cards 10 all people liv-
ing In the distric
Every person would
be required to carry
igent ’ S15sued by
he said. He

t thao
\

c

wouid }
next !“vam

Those found without
identity cards would be
held ' for interrogatic
he said,
those

dnd

obtain
temporary permits, he

ior General Lucky
Genera :
ommanding (GOC)
army troops in the East
told ‘The Island’ that
current efiqQrts were
aimed at eating
peaceful conditions in
the area to allow the
- . |

t
.
ernment to hol

local government elec-
tions next year,

However, security
forces could not im-
prove the conditions in
Batticaloa alone, he
said. Both Major
General Algama and
Brigadier Gunawar-
dene accused a se ‘
of the state officials of
'( J '9 IO r‘UAu «’ e ”'r”)
In its efforts to restore
normaicy in the district

Army officials " said
efforts to improve
health, educational,
agricultural and fisher-
Ies sectors have been
affected as a result of
unclear official policies.
Brigadier Gunawar-
dene said at least Rs.
35 million is needed to
boost the fisheries and
the agricultural fields
alone.

However, s*~*» hank
officials have declined
to give any more loans,
Bank of Ceylon and
People's Bank officials
have Indicated that
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they could not prov
fresh loans to farmers
and fishermen as

for that parti

pose were

able
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Continued on page 3



