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Tamil claims —
facts and fiction
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Government has kept
University Campuses in
the rest e
accessible to Ta
undergraduates; and it
has been the Sri Lanka
Government that has
demanded equity for
the physical quality of
life of all Sri Lankans.
It has provided non-
segregated schools
and educational facili-
ties to all ethnic groups
with free education for
all at primary, secon-
post-
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health
s and
investment in
of the island mﬂp ting
the rights and pri
accorded fo all Sr
Lankans. To cap it all
the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment is making every
effort to see that tl
Tamil terrorists in the
North who are fighting
the armed forces are
tting essential
ns and the injured
terrorists attended to at

.Government Hospitals.

All this doesn’t seem
to portray the Sri Lank-
an Government
advocating an apar-
theid policy. What non-
sense!

Thangavelu knows
very well that what the
Tamil community in Sr
Lanka has enjoyed for

The Thesavalamal,
the customary laws of
the Tamils, codi!ied by
the Dutch in 1706-7
and made operative in
the Jaffna Peninsula by
the British thro!
Regulation 18 of 1805
was not applicable to
the Tamils of Trinco-
malee and Batticaloa of
the Eastern province:
When its applicability to
the Tamils in Trinco-
malee came up for re-
view before the col-
ony's Supreme Court in
1875, the principle in-
volved was considered
to be sufficient import-
ance — “of great im-
portance and compara-
tive novelty” — to have
the review done by a
full bench of that Court.

In a landmark deci-
sion the Supreme Court
affirmed the decision of
the District Court of
Trincomalee that Ihe

vulamﬂ
tricted to the Tamils of
Jaffna_and that code
did not apply to the
Tamils of Trincomalee
or Batticaloa. Well, Mr.
Thangavelu.
Thangavelu alludes
that any attempt to pro-
vide land to the non-
Tamil colonists in the
Eastern Province was a
political strategy that is
designed to reduce the
Tamils to a minority in
what he claims to be
the Tamil territorial

developments,

to support such a con-
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Thangavelu makes a
pointed question when
asking me, if the Thesa:
valamai Law only ap-
plied to the Torthern
Jaffna peninsula,
whether that was not
sufficient to prove that
the peninsula was the
homeland of
Tamils". If that

If he is using the The:
savalamai Law to
his claim of the North-
ern Jaffna Peninsula as
his “Tamil homeland”,
then this Thesavalamai
Law should negate any
claim by him that the
Eastern province is
“Tamil h
land” for the foi‘owmg
reason.

clusion. In the Battica-
loa district there has
been an insignificant
drop from 71.08 per
cent to 70.82 per cent.
In Trincomalee where
the Tamil population is
in the minority, the
share has declined
from 36.6 per cent to
33.7 per cent. In
Amparai, it has de-
clined from 23 per cent
to 20 per tent. Howev-
er, there has been a
rapid increase in the
Indian Tamil population
in most of these dis-
tricts. For example, in
the districts of Vavuniya
and Mullaitivu, the
proportion of Sri Lank-
an Tamils and Indian
Tamils combined has
increased from 74.7 per
cent to 82.3 per cent.

“But we object is
State aided and pla

d Sinhalese col-

ization of North and
East...”", which is
claimed to be the
“Tamil homeland?*
Thangavelu argues. ' |
*What: Thangavelu
has difficulty, ‘inscom-
prehending s ‘that all'
land ‘i~ the s‘vvarefgn
Republic of Sri;Lanka’
except: that-owned' by

individuals, is land
owned by the Sta

with rights for its use.
That colonists whether
Sinhalese, Tamil or
Muslim settled by the
Governmerif” in State-
land is done so in the
national interest as
oppose: to divisive ra-

To accepr Than-
gavelu’s claim that
sovereign Sri Lanka has
no right to settle
Sinhalese people in the
North and East Would
be to accept a ridicu-
lous proposition that
while the State could
deal with State-land
outside the boundarit
of the North and East
provinces, the. State
forfeits its rights in t}
North and East pro-
vinces in acceptance of
the political-myth of the
‘Tamil homeland'.

If one were to pursue
the ‘Tamil homeland’
theory to it logical con-
clusion, it would follow
that outside the North
and East, which pre-
sumably accordin

amil separatists is the
‘traditional  homeland®
of iother ethnic groups,
the Government: wili
have' no rights to allot
land; house and flats to
Tamils. This is man-
ifestly ridiculous and
unacceptable in a
working democracy
such as ours.

He' quotes Weli Oya
as a “concrete exam-
ple” in the North-East
where . Sinhalese hav
been settled as colon-
ists by the State

There can be little to
gain for that inexcus-
able massacre at the
Dollar and Kent Farms
at Weli Oya, of innocent
unarmed, defenceless
Sinhalese men, women
with infants in their
arms and children on
the moming of the 30th
November 1984, by
Tamil separatists in
their process of ethnic
cleansing in favour of
their “Tamil homeland®
theory.

One survivor: said,
“before the terrorists
left they all gathered in
a circle and | heard
them singing a Tamil
song ,about, Eelam for
thelir striggle for libera-
tion"."It ‘was tough~on
those' innocefits!twho
died that moming, who
went to sleep the night
before longing to wake
up in the morning to live
and enjoy another day
in their farms!

Surely, the above
facts give little reason
for Thangavelu to con-
tinue. his crusade of
pulling wool over the
eyes of your readers for
his pro-Eelam. cause.
The times, have
changed and the facts
“oft Sri “Lanka’s Tamil
sthnicssue will be told
‘loud mnd clearly in

can




