® Over 400 soldiers dead;

another 400 wounded

By The Sunday Times Defence Correspondent

As the security foroes recaptured the besieged Poo-
neryn sector from Tiger control yesterday afternoon,
400 soldiers were dead and an equal number injured.

This is the highest ever casuslty the security forces
have suffered in the history of the separatist war. It came
just a month after 115 soldiers including seven officers
were killed in just one day during operation “Yal Devi”,
intended to destroy LTTE's boat landing points and
facilitics in Kilaki

Last Thursday, Tiger separatists launched a fierce
attack oo the Nagathevanthurai Navy Base and the
Army Camp at Pooneryn, over-running both installa-
tions. The attack came from il |Jn‘ml)ul‘\ including me

of the Special Forces Brigade, infantry
from 6 Gemunu Watch and 6 Sn Lanka Infantry madea
beach landing at Kalmunai, a toague shaped thinstrip of
land south of the Jaffna pcnm.s\da jutting out (mm
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been holding a section of the Pooneryn Army Camp,
some one thousand square yards,

Lt. Col. Silva and his.men, who had regrouped after
Tharsday’s pre-dawn attack, had fought a gallant battle
on Fmia\ night to defy the LTTE attempts to overrun
them. Some of his mea were badly wounded and the
batteries of their communication sets had run down. But
Sri Lanka Air Fe helicopters made a pin point drop
of supplics on Friday night.

As the re-inforceiments cleared their way through,
they also evacuated some wounded soldiers. Bodies of
both soldicrs and terrorists who were killed lay along
their path

The exact death toll and the number injured were yet
to be determined. The LTTE is reported to have handed
over the bodies of over 200 soldiers International
Committee of the Red Cross. Military officials were
awaiting confirmation from ICRC to receive the bodies
at Elephant Pass. Other bodies lying in battle arcas were
being recovered by re-inforcements.

The LTTE is reported to have suffered over 400
casualties, the bulk of them in their effort toover-run Lt
Col. Silva's group who held a section of the camp.
Security forces have coafirmed the identities 03 of
the cadres through LTTE radio intercepts.

Besides Col. Silva’s group, there were also at least two
other groups of soldiers who were boled up in
areas which came within the seige. They have
rescued.

Security sources said yesterday that the LTTE had
moved the entire arm;

Nagathevanthurai and Pooneryn across the Kilali pas-
sage to the Jaffna peninsula. This is said to include a
large cache of arms and ammunition.

The same sources said that the two capturéd Czochos-
lovak built Main Battle Tagks were however taken to an
unknown location near Kilinochchi where there are
LTTE hideouts.

Meanwhile, troops at Palaly Military Base thwarted
num;m by Tiger terrorists to infiltratg the outer defen-

The Op-rauum Headquarters of the Ministry of
l)dm.r said 15 Tiger cadres were shot dead.

A Defence Ministry Communique last night said that,
Radio interceptions and military intelligence reports
bave revealed that the LTTE had suffered heavily with
294 killed and a targe number injured upto the Friday

attack was mounted by the terrori n
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terrorist bodies have been sv)n:d outside the Camps
\rslﬂdav moming.
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The Military Establishments located in the Northern
Province are being further streagthened.”

Meanwhile Reuters news agency in a report last

night said; The Sri Lankan military said hundreds of
reinforcements had broken a siege of a key base in the
northern Jaffna peninsula

But the rebeks, in a statement from their headquar-
ters in Loadon, said their fofces were in control of the
army and naval complex at Pooneryn and that more
fighters had been despatched to the area to comsolidate
their bo

Defe: cretary Hamilton Wanasinghe said 900
reinforcements, including clite commandos, had beea
sent to the camp in what he called a “daredevil rescue
operation” ordered by President Wijetunga

‘e have now gained the upper hand. The (rebel)

Tigers are flecing,” Wanasinghe told a news confer-
ence

He said there was fittle resistance from rebels and

ing had subsided around the camp

General Wanasinghe put the rebel death toll at 500
although their radio gives the number as 150

An LTTE statement issued in London said 400
government troops and 100 rebel fighters had been

d and that fighting was still going on in mopping up

“More and more LTTE fighters have been despatch-
nsolidate the captured o omplex and

to prevent army reinfofcements being landed to
evacuate besicged soldiers,” the statement said.

It said its forces captured five boats, two tanks,
several heavy weapoas, 50 light machine gunsand 400
rifles.

Geng Wanasinghe said army reinforcements had
crossed the Jaffna lagoon in small boats for 15 km (nine
miles) amid sporadic firing and landed in the central
area of the camp, defended by air and naval cover.

“Some of the besieged soldiers saw the troops and
swam over to guide them,” be said.

He said the Tigers had told the International
€ommittee of the Red Cross that they would hand over
300 bodies of soldiers and sailors today.

“We don't know if all these are ours,” said Gemn
Wanasinghe adding that rescue troops had recovered
42 bodies of soldiers. Another 350 soldiers were
wounded and would be evacuated as soon as possible.

Geq. Wanasinghe said the camp had been wamed to

ct attacks and had enough equipment for detec-

n and defence

“I can’t think what happened. The Tigers achieved
an clement of surprise,” he said

(See details on Page 7)
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