—_—
T ByOurDefence
_ Correspondent

e,
he Tamil Eelam Eco-
nomic Development
Organization (TEE-

. DOR), formerly known as the
Research Organization of Eelam
Tamis (ROOT), the economic
wing of the LTTE, Hasfaunched

I""a major development pro-
gramme for the northern pro-
vince.

Eight groups have been estab-
lished by the LTTE in consulta-
tion with the University of Jaffna
“todiscuss, developand launcha
master plan (or the internal de-
selopment of the indepeqdent
sovereiga state of Tamil Eelam.”

The groups are working in the
fields of (1) cities (2) roads, rail-
Ways and airports (3) sea
port and harbours (4) elect
(5) telecommuications (6) ir
gation and water management
(7) industrics (8) water supply
and sewerage system.

While the LTTE has insisted
on maintaining a high degree of
seurecy for the projects, a section
of anti—LTTE dons and stu-
dents in the university has re-
leased information about the
LTTE master plan,

Under thi plan, 4% projects
are 1o be externally funded. The
LTTE has requested some 30
odd of its offces overseas o
gather expertse and resources.
Though, agriculture and animal
husbandry,are gt a part of the
inermal devlopment. master
plan, the LTTE offices oversedy
are not making a distinction and
are focusing intensely on aspects

* of the master plan,

Among the foreign funded
projects already in operation are
a mdwmdc garment. sewing

chei, poultry

Allipalaiand
Vuchthnyar and the installation
of an animal energy based ffy
irrigation sstem ia Manal Aru

Among the key projects the
LTTE s canvassing overseas for
financil and technicalrsupport
area Rs. 200,000 project to cul-
tivate passion fruit in Kilinoch-
chi; a Rs. 600,000 project to
generate animal husbandry feed

- in Uduvil,a Rs, 200,000 project
{0 erect windmills in the “north-
em part of Tamil Eelam”; a Rs,
35,000 project to establish goat
farming in Thenmaraghchi;a Rs.
1,000,000 project todevelop fish
industry — products and sales in
Manal Aru (Weli Oya area) and
aRs. 250,000 project o develop
[uedlo\ livestock i the Vanni

So farthe LTTE has been suc-
cessful in securing pledges or
generating funds overseas for the
following six projects. Rs. 1.4
million for processing hide. in
Navatkuli;Rs. | million for rural
poultry breeding in Valikamam
area; Rs. 2.9 million for animal
hushandry in Kilinochehi, R
40,000 for Naa
breeding in Allipal;a coil indus-
try for Rs. 316,000 in Manal
An: Rs, 40,400 for the installa-
li n animalnergy based
It irrigation system also in
Manal Aru and 2 carpentry
workshop for Rs. 31,000 in Kil-
inochchi,

The LTTE is designing a
number of”fund raising cam-
paigns and research- projects
which will become operational
in 1995, 1tis establishing a fund
of Rs. 10 million for the rural
development and a fund of Rs.
250 million for paddy marketing
in “the northern part of Tamil

“Eelam." The research projects

are the huilding of a gasfier for

Rs. 70,000, the developmentofa

foot pedal water pump for Rs.
15,000, wind energy project for
Rs. 45,000 and a biogas project
for Rs. 75,000,

This includes the establish-
ment of a research centre of al-
ternative sources of energy in
Kopay and one of the firs pro-
jects of the cenire being a solar
energy project costing Rs.
60,000,

Other than Paris, London, To-
ronto, the LTTE offices in Aus-
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the LTTE plans to dmlup lhs
Early ;

500,000 rasedinfu

fortin Victoria and in Canberra,
were transferred (o the LTTE.
The LTTE used the Ceylon Tam-
il Association of Victoria and the
Canberra Tamil Association as
the front organization.

The Tamil Society of the
Northern Territory of Australia
100 had contributed an unknown
amount from Australia 10 the
LTTE in Sri Lanka.

The LTTE is design-
ing a number of fund
raising campaigns and
research projects
which will become
operational in '95

Among the TEEDOR  pro-
Jects that have received wide
publicity are,the soil and yater
tesearch project, the LTTE loans,
10 fish mongers, the sunflower
ground nut cultivation project,
the poultry housing projct, the
catle first aid center project and

the Bombay seed onion project~

TEEDOR s engaged in soil
and underground water research
analysis in the bare land af Ko-
pey called Kopavail. TEE-
DOR  which undertook test
paddy cultivation in this area
with the University has found
that the area s suitable. Further
research is being carried out to

'

reclaim the whole land for culti-
vation.

TEEDOR  has. established
Village productivity committees.
One of the first tasks of these
committees was foassistsome 20
0dd fisher families with income
below poverty. They were se-
lected by the committee from
Velvettithurai North-West and
North-Eest and each family was
given Rs. 5000 to engage in the
sale of fish.

Of the TEEDOR  branches
established in the North; the fo-
cus on Mullaitivu branch  has
byought LTTE wide praise, One
of the most successful projects of
TEEDOR has be¢n the estab-
lishment of a Rs. 59,000 project
10 cultivate sun flower and
ground nut in the Tattamalai
area in Mullaitiva (Weli Oya).

From time to time the Tamil
Refugee Organization (TRO),
the refugee and the rehabilitation
wing of the LTTE, which inad-
verten(ly received a massive

grant, from  Germany, collabo. e

One of the first TEEDOR
housing projects has been to con-
struct poultry houses and present
20birds per familyto 15 families
with low inc ed from
the villages of Kondavil, Puttur
and Chankanai,

Among the TEEDOK
community projects are the es-
tablishment of a first aid center
for catle, the provision of Bom-
bay seed onions from its store in
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" LTTE raises funds for major development projects in north. (1994,
December 04) The Sunday tzmes.
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