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ultra-secret
wp of the LTTE
is exclu-
ing e
gers — the highly
¢ d and highly
grained youth who under-
sake suicide missions on
behalf he LTTE. Using
a man to die for a cause
while damaging the
enemy in a major way
was conceptualized by
Velupillai Prabhakaran,
the Chairman and military
Commander of the LTTE
when an Arab terrorist
drove a truck laden with
explo wiping out a
US marine continge
Lebanon in

dillai Prabhakaran,

act and improvised
suit his designs.

In May 1987, when
LTTE was under pressure
from the advancing Sri
Lankan armed forces info
Jatfna — the heartland of
the Tamils — he perso
nally planned the fif
g ide attack on a ne
established army detach-
ment. His Jaffna Con

der Sathasivam
hnakumar alias Kittu
suffered 3 leg inju
a result of a grenac
by a Jatina Ta
5 on the payroll of
or
ran's new Jaffna
der Radha
eader who led ¢
assault on Anura
killing over 200 nu
grims and bystanc
was sniped and
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of the advancing Sri
Lankan troops of Opera-
tion Liberation. Prabha-
karan decided on a two
pronged strategy — 1o
request for assistance
from India, which New
Delhi generously pro-
vided by way of weaponry
and anti-aircraft weapon
training including the use
of SAM 7 missiles. The
second strategy was to
perform a ' suicide mis-
sion .

Prabhakaran believed
that killing a person does
not end one’s life. As a
young fighter, he always
had a unique approach
He prayed and appealed
o th

fore he killed. In fact ma:

r LTTE leac

ked the Police
Station in Jaffna adjoining
the Fort, the LTTE ¢ t
team and their leader
prayed at the Nallur Kan-
dasamy Kovil, Prabhakar-
an believed that a per-
son’s soul will continue to
exist after death. This is
why he said recently
when addressing a
gathering: “If we do not
achieve' Eelam, the so
of the martyrs will haunt
us." The power beh
the Black Tiger phe
nomena was the motiva-
tion and the training -
breaking one self
identity, rngorc
building on
importance
or heronam
importanc

tatily to liberate his
motheriand is the highest
and the noblest achieve-
ment. This ‘was the
ideclogical force behind
the first Black Tiger
Vasanthan who was bom
in Thunnalal in 1966
Vasanthan, a Hartley Col-
lege, Point Pedro student
was a keen sportsman.
He joined the LTIE in
1984 ‘and was 'givei the
group name Miller, On
June 5, 1987, Miller drove
a truck full of explosives
into the Neiltiagdy Central

according

diers, who had ¢
1 were plan
y further

First hero

Miller, the first
Tiger, was posthumously
given the LTTE rank of
Capatin. His mother was
thereafter she
d and to this
caks of her son ds
first hero of Tamil
Speaking to the
) radio VPRO and
the BBC, she repeated
what the LTTE wantex
My son died fo
Eelam we are proud of
him.” Prabhakaran
master at politico-m
warfare used the ¢

tunity

to say
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response was over-
whelming. The LTTE had
1o have a } iy 10 pick
the ones who were going
to die for Eelam. After the
basic Black Tiger training
in Jaffna and in the Wan-
ni, the best were retained
and the others were in-
ducted bagk to their ori-
ginal camps. Dependent
on the mission the
selected were given high-
ly secretive specialized
training for daring mis
sions or to guard the
LTTE leadership and their
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this has chan ad

perhaps due to the pr

ures of war. Many weakly
wtivated LTTE
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ecuted by law enforce-
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person can
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cadres.

have the sam

woulkd have a all
army like the Sri Lankan
army. But the
Cadres fought

same determ

drive against the mighty
Indian forces and towards
the latter stages survived
with the assistance of the
Sri Lankan side
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