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She was explicit that the army
would not be allowed to interfere
he Government's effort to end
the war, noting that the previous ¢
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The military is in fact, proba-
bly the only branch of govern-
ment which has had major prob-
lems with the transition of power
from the UNP o the PA.

Most other top ministry offi-
cials, diplomats and corporation
heads have cither resigned volun-
tarily or left discreetly and with-
out ceremony after being quietly
told to go by their respective min
isters or being transferred to oth-
er posts. But the top brass of the

med services and police who

¢ spent most of their lives in

particular occupation, were
unable to quit and take up other
jobs

The battle line between the
Defence Secretary and some of
the army top brass on one side
and the new government on the
other, were drawn long before
the clection as Defence Secre-
wry, General Wanasinghe used
his authority to purchase a large
number of military items such as
aircraft, guns, tanks, gun-boats
etc. from various countries.

It was a tactic of the PA, when
it was in the opposition (o raise
questions concerning these pur-
chases in Parliament with Co-
lombo District MP, C.V.Goone-
ratne who is now the Minister of
Industrial Development, being,
extremely vocal about allega-
tions of improprietics in arms
deals

Although every arms deal was

de with the permission of

sident D.B. Wijetunga, Gen
Wanasinghe, rightfully or
wrongfully came in for much
criticism from the then opposi-
tion

In fact, one of the first acts of
Prime Minister Kumaratunga
was 10 cancel a Rs. 3.5 billion
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arms deal which had been
Pushed through very hurriedly
by the Defence Ministry shortly
before the General Elections.

The deal was for three gun-
boats, seven helicopters and
hundreds of armed personnel
carriers from Russia. General
Wanasinghe himself led the mil
itary delegation 1o Russia a few
months before the election

The new government found
that a dummy company had, al
legedly, been set up in Singapore
to receive the payments and the
PA Governtent immediately
froze all further payments. By
this time, 10 per cent of the mo-
ney had already been paid.

Shortly afterwards, a report by
the army engineers was leaked to
the press, charging that the
APC’s, some of which had al
ready been delivered, were actu
ally old vehicles, although they
were supposed 10 be brand new

Unfortunately, with the con
stitution clearly stating that the
President must hold the portfolio
of defence minister, any attempt
on the government’s part 1o re-
moe Gen. Wanasinghe and his
staff, and any changes among the
army top brass, will quite clearly
have to wait until after the pres:
dential poll on November 9.

Thus the relationship between
the government and the military
has been strained. In
fact, when the new Prime Minis-
ter met senior police officers at
Temple Trees for the first time in
late August, Mrs. Kumaratunga
had clearly told them that
anyone who did not like working
for the PA government was free
1o leave immediately

But while the police, air force
and senior navy officers seem to
have quite diplomatically de-
cided 1o allow discretion 10 be
the better part of valour and fol
low the orders of the new go-
vernment without grumblin
some in the armv seem (o have

ﬁ.(s'?%

ere are several problems the
ny ie facing with the new go
The first is the prob
lem of senior army office
arrested and remanded
killings during the violen
JVP revolut
1990

Up 1o now ten army men, in
cluding Brigadier Parry L
age, have been arresT®
alarmed many in the military
who feel that pictures of army
flicers in handcuffs, and the
names of such offi being re
peated over and over again in
newspapers and on Yadio and tel
thing but a public

vernment

n from

ision wa:
humiliation

in the army feel that
ying the price of the
lection promise 0 investi
gate the killings. But Justice Min
ster G.L ns made no apolo-
gies about it at last week's news
bricfing, when he said that the
nation must know what hap
pened during that time, and who
was killed
no matter what the military felt
Dr Peiris said that despite

uld be tanta
mount to contempt ¢
t problem the
is the uncertainty
whether the government
will give away its hard fought
gains over the past few years, a
President Premadasa’s reg
did in the last peace talks
Despite Deputy Defence Mi
Anuruddha Ratwatye
sonally touring camps in
north and cast to explain to sold
iers, sailors, and police
mén that the
not make the ak
be fooled by the LTTE

ars still persist

court

army

over

ister

hoism?

The f of peace talks
t week heightened these fears
with the

t roun

govern
ecing
LTTE demand for the reopening
the Podneryn -Sanguppiddy
upply route to the Jaffna Penin
ula. One point which alarms the
army in panicular is that they
would Bave to move the Pooner
yn army camp out of rifle range
want
pass (0
being

w the LTTE
during the
with weapons that
uld be used on the army if
peace talks breakdown again
Poor

army, aff

trength

yn is a sore

1 400 sold

killed and 600
and even re LTTE
It was the worst loss
y of the army

of only two land
Jaffna
Pooneryn was
LTTE

again

routes {
aptured by the
when the war broke out
n 1990, 2

an amphibiou

1991

army fears

this route for supl
traffic to and from
Jaffna might allow the LTTE, to
attack Pooneryn and overrur jt
i pleases. In fact, if the
linking the mainland
built, as it surely
¢ is opened, the

i
other hand asked about
knowle
kept informed of what i
ing. and also better looke
scems 10 hav at
hom she feel

e past few year

hiefl’s

urned dor feel

t the army
e More

army and the

n placed on max

w d y intell
dp

ander Ge

The LTTE see




