HAT'S GOVT. STAND ON EXTRADITION?

— Taraki
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find that the latest
issue of their official
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Pulihal’, which is pub-
lished in Jaffna has a
page one story claim-
ing that India 15 taking
covert measures to
sabotage the peace
process. “India does
not like a permanent
settlement being
found for the Tamil
problem and goodwill
developing between
the LTTE and the Sri
Lankan government.
The Indian govern-
ment which utterly
dislikes the progress
of the peace moves, is
taking indirect mea-
sures to block them.
The longstanding
anti-Tamil national
feeling of India’s rul-
ing class, and the
growth of the Libera-
tion Tigers who are
being the source of
Tamil Eelam national
formation are the
reasons for this (the
Indian government
moves).

“There is room for
suspicion that the In-
dian government
might call Sri Lanka’s

President Chandrika

(to India) and bring
some pressure on her
in connection with the
peace talks. The
Tamil people had to
face great suffering
because governments
in the past paved the
way for unjust in-
tervention by India,”
says the ‘Viduthalal
Pulihal’.

Why is thé LTTE
harping on the Indian
factor with such per-
sistence? The reasons
are several — some
ideological, some
practical. The ques-
tion of the P.A. gov-
ernment’s policy on
the question of ex-
tradition, it appears,
looms 'large, in the
LTTE's perception of
Indo — Lanka rela-
tions, Despite the abs-
ence of an extradition
treaty between Col-
ombo and Delhi, any
inclination on the part
of a government here
to comply with a re-
quest by Delhi to send
over a Sri Lankan
subject. to. India for
the purpose of aiding

investigation or for in-
terrogation or other
legal procedure, can
set a strong precedent
which can be more
effective in that it will
not merely be a for-
ma] rocess stipulated

the clauses of an
extradnion treaty but
will ‘ensure a wide
fange of possibilities
for cooperation on
law and order mat-
ters.

The manner in
which the DMK gov-
ernment arrested Kut-
timani in Tamil Nadu
and handed him over
to the Sri Lankan au-
thorities in the early
Seventies is a case in
poirit Later the Indi-
ans declined to hand
over Uma and Prabha
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arrested coyer the
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shoot-out at Paandi
Bazaar realising the
advantage that could
be derived from re-
taining the two.
Everything chanzcd
after the Accord.
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cooperation at several
levels — particularly
in matters relating to
intelligence. Thuugh
the Indian investig:
tors hanjlng the Rajiv
assassination case

were able to do their
job with greater facil-
ity due to the coop-
eration of Sri Lankan
police and military in-
telligence, Premada

set the limits to the
process clearly, It
could not lead to Pr.

bakaran’s ‘extradi-

tion’ at least in princ
ple. The principle w.
important in the
LTTE's view.

What is the present
overnment's line on
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