India to withdraw two battalions of troops from Sri Lanka. (1989,
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NEW DELHI, India India
announced Sunday that it would
withdraw about 2,000 troops from
Sri Lanka in the next few days,
and officials said further troop re-
ductions would follow

The announcement followed
talks on Saturday in Islamabad
between Sri ka's departing
president, J. R. Jayewardene, and
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of
India

They were attending a meeting
of regional heads of government
at which Gandhi tried to allay his
smaller neighbors’ fears of India’'s
size and military might

The reduction in India’'s mili-
tary presence in Sri Lanka comes
at a critical time abroad and at
home for Gandhi’s government

Sri Lanka’s president-elect
Ranasinghe Premadasa, who will
take office Monday, bitterly op-
posed the introduction of Indian
forces in 1987, when he was “the
prime minister

There are 45,000 to 50,000 Indi
an troops in Sri Lanka, according
to Indian officials

They are battling the last of the
ethnic guerrilla armies still in the
field, the I ati ligers of
Tamil Eelam n 600 Indi

Gandhi and Bhutto share lighter moment in Islamabad

ans have been killed

In a meeting with India's high
commyjssioner after the Sri Lan-
kan election on Dec. 19, Prema-
da aske t India consider re-
ducing force, the High

(mnmlxsv-)mr J.N. Dixit, said

peacekeeping force was made be-
cause Sri Lanka had carried out
its part of the agreement on the
suppression of the insurgency
among the ethnic Tamil minority.
It cited elections in the newly
unified and recently pacified
north ‘and east, where Tamils
form a major or a substantial
centage of most areas

The Indian announcement pre-
empts any unilateral moves from
Premadasa, who faces a violent
backlash among the Sinhalese ma-
jority, fueled by opposition to the
Indian military presenge

Premadasa would like to bring
the Sinhalese militants, who tried
to stop the presidential election
by violence, back into the political
process before parliamentary
elections on Feb. 15. He must of-
fer them something.

Gandhi is also facing an elec-
tion. On Jan. 21, Tamil Nadu
State, where the Sri Lankan Tam-
ils once drew considerable sup-

. port, will choose a state assembly

Gandhi’s Congress Party would
like to win the state as a prcludL
to mational“parliamentary elec-
tions. dye before tha end of 1989,

India “3l30 ‘entered an agree-
ment with Pakistan not to attack
each other’s nuclear facilities, a
move hailed by their prime minis-
ters as” the first step toward eas-
ing their countries’ often hostile
relations

“I think that in both our coun-
tries there is a groundswell for
peace,” Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto said. “An extreme-
ly important step has been taken
towa improving relations be
tween India and Pakistan.”




