Opinion Evaluation Committee

In the Prime Minis-
ter's appeal of October
the 2nd 1994, among
ather things, she wants
the views of the public
on “the establishment
of a society free of

crimination on the
basis of race, lan-
guage, religion and
caste, a society that
would be clean, fair,
just and disciplined,
and of a prosperous
land”.

| consider her appeal
so important that | am
directing this letter to
the paper that logks af-
ter- the nation’s in-
terests, namely the “Is-
land”, rather than the
PM's office where it
may not get the same
attention.

The Prime Minister's
words are soothing for
anybody to hear. The
vast majority of all the
people in this land,
from among the
Sinhalese, Tamils
Muslims, Burghers and
any other minorities
would dearly love to
live in peace in a socie-
ty where not one group,
including the -majority

people are one Without

their race, religion, col
our of their skin or
whatever.

In other words, it is a
realisation of the
beautiful dream that the
Prime Minister has de-
scribed

If a proper referen-
dum were to be hfld on
this the only people
who would not want to
live together with
others as equals will be
those who want to live
in a carved out portion
of _the country where
everybody but them-
selves is excluded, but
keep to them selves
their rights in the origin-
al country

In other words, they
must have the right of
dual citizenship which
will be denied to all
others. This the govern-
ment has made clear is
out of the question and
there will be no referen-
dum on this, but the
government must
watch out that it will not
be advised by her own
advisers to undermine
its own ideal of a “soci-
ety free of discrimina-
tion by giving
favoured treatment to
any one ethnic group.

If the government
does that, it will not
mly ne de:((uqu .(\

way -n,m to disaster
If such a special sta-
tus is given to the LTTE,
it will lead directly to a
unilateral declaration of
independence which
will be immediately rec-
ognized by at least one
nation for any one of
several reasons of their
own or it will be recog-
nized by a nation that
believes in the picture
of brutality by the
Sinhalese that the LTTE
has so successfully
painted, which the gov-
Prnmem has not denied
is not aware
()! whal the LTTE has

vhat was

armed

e
aration, thi
n that now

remains is discrimina-
tion.

In any society, discri-
mination is possible
only by the powerful
against the weak. It has
always been so in every
country in the world
ever since ti.: human
species began to
establish itself. Among
the non-human species
discrimination as we
speak of does not exist.
There it is the survival
of the fittest.

Power to discrimin-
ate against is obtained
in one of three ways. In
one situation power
automatically comes to
the majority ethnic
community by virtue of
its strength in numbers
and discrimination
against those of a diffe-
rent community is prac-
tised. A good example
of this is in Malaysia
where the early Muslim

ttlers are a privileged
society in the constitu-
tion itself in contrast tc
Chinese lat
rly m fim
lers are
Bhuvm Putra Jl‘d the:
the first pref
itution

cludes government
jobs. Even in prope
transactior a non-
Wl” have to
% less to a
E!huvm vaa In spite of
the apparent difficulty
of managing such a
law, they seem to have
done it with remarkable
success. In properties
like flats, this law has
been very easy to oper-
ate.

Such discrimination
has been p: ible only
because Muslims as an
ethnic group have re-
mained united and can-
not be influenced to
undermine their ethnic
position of privilege by
inducements from the
minorities by way of
political support

The Malaysian socie
ty where the Muslims
have privileges over the
other minorities has
never been criticised

~ either by the vociferous

minorities in Sri-Lanka
or by the world pi
Translated to
Lankan terms
amounts to the follow-
ing. Sinhalese are the
Bhumi-putras, the early

settlers compared to
the Tamil settlerS who
came later. If a Tamil
sells a property to a
Sinhalese, he will have
to charge him 10%
less

Any Sinhalese is enti-
tled to buy a flat &t 10%
discount from a Tamil
Preference will be given
to Sinhalese for all gov-
ernment jobs, schor-
larships etc. and there
will be a guaranteed
minimum percentage of
Sinhalese in all govern-
ment departments.

\‘th the Sinhalese

1Iese has the

same rights as the

mlnrorlhes one of

s the right to

tie down in any part

his own country,

ly the Hill Country

or Jaffna if he wants to.
Pri ing Buddhism is
inti any other re

For the ingorant

stated that

Buddhism is the only

religion that has in all its

history pever attacked ™

any other religion.
Al religions will have

their rights and true
evangelism will be
accéptable as in most
countries except those
under Muslim control.

What the Buddhists
expect from the gov-
emment is in addition
to the constitutional
protection, it should
protect Buddhism from
the unethical conver-
sions of* Buddhists by
all kinds of organiza-
tions. No government
has done this and it-will
not be very long that
the BuddhisfS realize
that the PA which
means the SLFP is not
any different from the
UNP.

What it seems is that
both the UNP and the
SLFP have been doing
all along has been to
call themselves Buddh-
ist to get the votes of
the Buddhists and had
at no time the intention
of protecting Buddh-
ism. They never even
want to know the fact
that the Sinhalese
Buddhist has been put
in the present situation
jointly by the British
and the Christian Chur-
ch If Buddhism is
not protected there

uld very well be un-
rest among Buddhists
and the government in
power will be held re-
sponsible.

Now coming back to
Malaysia, if on the other
hand the Muslims had
not been united, the
minorities in Malaysia
could have used the
Muslim leaders to
obtain privileges for
themselves over and
above what the Mus-
lims have, at the ex-
pense of the Muslims
by simply offering their
political support even
though common sense
would state that the
political support of the
majority is, stronger
than that of the minor-
ity.

In a situation like this
the minorities become
more powerful than the
majority that has been
abandoned by their
leaders for their per-
sonal benefits, making
them vulnerable to dis-
crimination by the
minorities. That would
represent the second

case.
The last case would
be the situation in

which a minority ethnic
group can have power
over a larger ethnic
group as it exists in
Israel, where a minority
has been practicing
discrimination against
the majority Muslims
purely because of the
availability of arms and
personel trained to use
them against the Mus-
lims. A similar situation
prevailed in Apartheid
South Africa.

Let us now examine
the ethnic problem in
on Lanka in the light of

thnic problems
und the rest of the

i
against by
ority ethnic

munity
Sinhal
the UNP
seem to agr
e sSinnarese
been asking the minor-
ties year after year has
been to tell them in
what they have
criminated against
the minorities. They
have never answerd the
question except with
wierd mental deviatians
such as 50 — 50.
Even the govern-
ment, presumably on

namel:
7

the advice of those who
advise the government
seems to agree that the
Sinhalese have discri-
mated against the
.minorities though they
themselves do not
seem’ to be sure of
what those discrimina-
tions are. Such is the
pawer the advisors
have over any govern-
ment.

The only ray of hope
in the horizon is that the
government announce-
ment of opinion evalua-
tion has been drafted
personally by the Prime
Minister to get to know
the facts herself, after
having had second
thnughﬁ about the
advice she has re-

ceived so far, but there *

are grave dangers ig*
trying to assess true
public opinion by the
letters received at the
Prime Minister's offic

The highly efficient
and sophisticated
propaganda machinery
of the LTTE can inur
date the Opinion E
luation Committee with
letters from “Sinhalese
all across the country
stating that the LTTE
demands are fair and
that the government
should acceed to them
and have peace for all
time.

If the government
wants to find out what
the bulk of the
Sinhalese think,
should read the
vaina” and the “Island".
As quality papers they
have always published
the opposing views as
well, and they have
poured millions of
words over the last 17
years that both the
UNP and the PA have
treated with contempt
and have obviously
never read.

The PA won only on
the “hate vote” against
the UNP. It could have
done incomparably
better and could have
had a working majority
of its own if it received
the correct adwcr‘ on

and did not pamc the
Sinhalese who hated
the corruption of the
UNP to the extent of
making them vote UNP
to save the country
The surest way h
not to find out what
disriminatigns the

majority practices
against the minorities
would be to ask the
minorities verbally
what they are. They will
take the Pfime Minster
round and round the
Mulberry bush without
ever showing her where
they are or what they
are because they simp-
ly do not exist...
There is however a
definite way to find out
what these discrimina-
tions are, and that is for
all the minorities be
asked to state them
point by point in writ-
ing, with one such list
from each minority
group and to submit
them officially to the
Prime Minister. These
ha

are, but the

Press naa Known mese
charges for years, and
that Is the reason why
there is so much of
hostility towards the
Sinhalese from many
nations. Let us for the
first time allow the In-
ternational press to
have access to the r
spon from th

e through the
national press

It is my persor

it will be apparant
world tha
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using

majority leaders to their
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itself. The most
example of
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If the
answer is that th
have a following, th
this is an ethnic war
Why not find the
answers to these qm,~,-
tions before et
d down in detai
totally
evant? How can
any solution emerge
when we hav i
agonsed the
and do not
whether wi
to the right pa
right issue? The con-
sequ of talking to
the wrong party on the
wrong issue could be
strous. That no one
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