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British Parliamentary
Under—Secretary of
State of the Foreign
and Commonwealth
office and Minister re-
sponsible for South—
Asian relations Tony
Baldry, MP said on
Tuesday that “Britain
stood ready to offer any
assistance” which Sri
Lanka “might find use-
ful in the process of
peace or in.reconstruc-
ttion and rehabilitation.

Paying a courtesy
call on the [Epreign
Minister, Lakshman
Kadirgamar. Mr. Baldry
gongratulated the Gov-
srnment on its convinc-
ing victory in the recent
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presidential election
and conveyed a mes-
sage to President
Kumaratunga from
Prime Minister John
Major. In a general dis-
cussion of bilateral re-
lations it was agreed
that ties between Great ;
Britain and &ri Lanka
were excellent. The
Foreign Minister wel-
comed this initiative by
a British Minister to visit
Sri Lanka so soon after
the election. In a dis-
cussion of the North
and East problem and
the initiatives under-
taken by the new Gov-
ernmet since it came to
power in August, Minis-

sed that the
ment was determired
to pre forward with
the peace process
although
had yet be
for the r
the peace
selves

Mr. Baldry had for-
mal talks at the MFA
with State Min for
Foreign Affairs P
Wickramesingt The
Minister was accompa-

by senior MFA offi-

cidls. The Sri Lankan

xplained the|

being
transform

in Sri L

which

would favoura

pr the internatio

, community at the next |
meeting the UN

Commission on Human
Rights in Geneva in
1995. Economic rela-
tions betwe
countri were re
viewed, including trade

and proje 5 and bi-

eral aid which had
recently been the topic
of inter-governmental
talks .in Colombo:

Under international
relations, the Sn Lank
an side described de-
velopments and pros
pects in SAARC and
the new Government's
desire to develop re
tio with Asian co
tries as well the
West. Both sides noted
favourably the recent
conclusion of a new
Cooperation
ment between Sri
Lanka and the Euro
peen Union. Coopera
tion in the international

the two |
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fight against drug traf-
ficking was reviewed
and a number of speci-
fic legal issues touched
upon. Mr. Baldry,
together with the visit-
ing FCO officials and

Baldry vi

ish High

offices ar

by member

on aspects of i

Lanka including
Britist

working In relie -

habilitation in conflict
affected areas

Britain ready to help Lanka in peace process. (1994, November 18).
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e British
High Commission in
Colombo, were guests
of the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment at a dinner
hosted by State Minis-
ter D. P.‘&/ickramesmg

3aldry men-
particularly, t

he on 15 November
which was attended by
a number of, ministe
and senior officials.
The same day Mr
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Voyven f - Area Military
Mr mmander and vi-
3 10 M
e he
oke to a number of
crossing from
North, Mr. Baldry
also visite a UNHCR
modating
hich had re-
ed from India. This
UNHCR programme is
funded in part der
xmber Mr the British aid program
taken t me. Mr. Baldry
 a flight ¢ e—seftlement
ankan Ai e met villa-
Mr. Ba
s

¢ alled
separately on the Lead
er of the



