The LTTE has over-
turned plans to hold the
Presidential election in
LTTE-controlled areas in
the North and is insisting
on a ceasfire before furth-
er talks are held.

The Government had
originally planned to hold
the Presidential election
in the LTTE-controlled
areas and instructions had
gone out to state officials
to make arrangements for
the polls. But with' the
cancellation of the second
round of peace talks, fol-
lowing the bomb emplo-
sion in Colombo, the
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LTTE had issued instruc-
tions that state officials
should not get involved in
election work.

Elections Commission-
er Chandrananda de Silva
confirmed that the gov-
ernment was planning to
hold elections in the en-
tire Northern Province.
However. a Senior Police
spokesman said that the
government would be
able to conduct elections
only in:the areas und
Army control, altho
announcements had been
made tl the election
could be ld in other

1tS down

polls

man said a decision about |
the continuation of the

areas as well.

Deputy Inspector
General Ignatius Cana-
garatnam_told- The Sun-
day Times that 450 police-
men had been sent to the
North for election 'duty.

The LTTE had
announced in the North
that in view of the can-
cellation of the second
round of peace talks, it
would not allow elections
to be held in LTTE-con-
trolled areas. It said the
polls would have been
allowed, if the talks were
continued as scheduled.

A government spokes-

peace talks would be
taken after the Presiden-
tial election, - on
Wednesday.

The Government has
said it is awaiting the re-
sults of the investigations
into the explosion in Col+
ombo before proceedin
with the talks. It said it
would have to take a fresh'
look at the talks, if there
was conclusive evidence
that' the LTTE was in-
volved in the assassina-
tion of Gamini BDis-
sanayake.




