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Navy blasts L
carrying suicide

by Shamindra Ferdinandc and Norman Palihawadana

The armed forces yesterday repulsed an LTTE attempt to
launch a suicide attack on one of Navy's landing craft at
Vettilaikerni east of Elephant Pass military officers said.

The 33 metre iong vassei had beached at Vettilaikerni to
off-load some vehicies and other supplies for the roops
deployed there and at Elephant Pass they said.

«“The attack had commenced at 1.45 a.m.,” an authoritative
Navy official said.

Officers claimed that at least three explosives laden boats
which approached the Navy vessel were blown up when security
forces opened fire. The Navy gunners on board the targetted
vessel and soldiers on shore had fired at the Sea Tiger boats
when they weie moving towards the Navy vessel, officers said.

One sailor suffered injuries in the incident.

The Navy vessel was not damaged in the attack, officers
said.

Before the boats approached the Navy vessel, a sentry on
board had detected a frogman swimming towards the vessel
with a barrel like object and opened fire. Military officials said '
that the barrel exploded blowing up the LTTE frogman tc pieces,
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intercepted LTTE com-*
munications and there was indications that the LTTE lost at least

~Military officers said that they

seven personnel in the abortive attack.
Officers said that the attack was launched by sea Tigers arid
Black sea Tigers who had destroyed four vessels, two belonging
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to the Navy and two civillans since parliamentary
elections day.

S ommand snip, Ports Authority vessel,
patrol boat S and oulk carrier ‘Ocean trader’
were sunk in Sea Tig !

Military officials said that yesterday’s attack was launched
despite the presence of one Israeli buiit Fast Attack Craft (FAC)
and one Chinese gun boai off Vettilaikerni

The targetigd vesse ry 100 tons of supplies. It was
the first Navy landing crart ch came under attack.

Officers said that Air Force helicopter gunships engaged
some other boats whi the area. “The iignt came to an
end at about 4 a.m., aid.

O rs declined the type of the ‘yehicles’ whichi
were on board the v { the time of the attack. Sources
refused to comment whether e vehicles were armoured gars or
tanks $
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Officers said th noticed a significant mcriase in
LTTE boat traffic 3 past. i
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ity forces. “They are getting
said. While accusing the L7TE leadership of
alks with the People’s Alliance (PA)




