Sr Lanka will end emergency free prisoners. (1989, January 11).
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‘;? ‘WORLD BRIEFS

'55 Sri Lanka will

\? ‘end emergency
free prisoners

«* COLOMBO (AP) — President Ran-
-asinghe Premadasa announced yes-
-ferday he will end the 5%-year state
;of emergency in Sri Lanka and free
rall political prisoners. .
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» Premadasa promised he will
-never again impose a state of emer-
;gency, but did not say whether he
*thought it had been effective in curb-
=ing ethnic violence between the Bud-
-dhist Sinhalese majority and mainly

+*Hindu Tamil minority.

»- The state of emergency, which ex-
“pires Sunday, had been reinstated
-every month since it was imposed in
-May 1983. Government officials said
rauthorities released 574 political
-prisoners Jan. 1-6. An estimated 2,-
-200 prisoners remain in detention.
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