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28 Sri Lankans
Killed in violence
as election nears

COLOMBO (Reuter) — At least 28
people were Kkilled in separate inci-
dents of pre-election violence in Sri
Lanka in the past 24 hours, police
said yesterday.-

They said 20 political activists and

-five rebels were killed in the south-

ern areas while three Tamil separat-
ist guerrillas were killed in the
northern Jaffna peninsula.

Nine candidates and 250 sup-
porters of various political parties
have been killed since campaigning
began three weeks ago for the Feb
15 general election.

Police blame the leftist People’s
Liberation Front for most of the re-
cent political violence. The front,
composed of members of the majori-
ty Sinhalese community, has called
for a boycott of the election, whxch it
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