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Tele-war to deteat Prabha’s Felam

By Kumbakarana

When the Pope visited
Sti Lanka a few years 0,
large number
Catholics arrived in Co-
lombo.

A young nun told the

We thought that
Colombo was acity which
was a little bigger than
Jaffna and we thought that
Colombo was a heap of
rubble, after the destruction
wreaked on the city by the
Tigers. Butthis is a heaven.

The godfathers of Tamil
racism did think a few years
ago that after a prolonged
war of several years, the
country’s econorny would

disintegrate, and the capital
city would Lie in ruins. But de-
spite a devastating war of
nearly three decades, sabotage
and ethnic cleansing, Sri
Lankahas managed to survive
and develop.

Butin Jaffnain place of the
beautiful dream of Eelam,
one only sees a few old build-
ing, heaps of rubble with resi-
dents living in a backward
backyard. Except for those
who have migrated to the
south of Sri Lw aand to
foreign lands for many Jaffna

people Eelam life, Eelam if

it ever materialises will be

built on a cemetery
According to Tamil Nadu

watchers, Dravidian recism

has buomu much more sub-
dued in this southern Indian
state where it once thrived. It
has become a mixed concept
of “Hindutva’ and
globalisation, and leading to
aretreat
Dravida Nadu. In Sri Lanka
Hindu philosophy and pop-
ar culture have

erable impact on Tamil

N,

The main reasons for
Taffna’s youth joining the
LTTE were strong family re-
strictions and the suffering
caused under the caste system
but, within the LTTE the
caste system prevails to a
much lesser degree.

The Tamil Congress, the

tom the ideology of

Federal Party, the TULF re-
volved round the Vellala
community while the LTTE
drew its membership from
castes which were non-
Vellala, According to some

reports, the massacre of

TELO members by the LTTE
was dueto Sabaratnam’s high

- Caste.

Besides the LTTE s said to
have librated the Tamil
woman who was discrimi-
nated against in the Tamil so-
ciety. Men and women are al-
lowed to mix freely, What we

relations between LTTE male
and female cadres.
[n an LTTE documentary,

‘Freedom Birds,”
woman leader Akila hultl,\ np
two cyanide capsules pr
and says that Tamil women
require two capsules because
they place a high value
cquaily on their lives and
their chastity. But a military
officer said that they found
u)ndnm\ in the ide pt kets
adres
\»hm\uehlled,

In popular Tamil cinema
what is projected is the vic-
torious hero. Fans are ready
even (0 lay down their lives
if they want o imitate their
film heroes.

The depiction of the deaths
of Black Tigers in video films
is an imitation of popular

Tamil films. Film makers use
such gimmicks as focusing
the camera slowly on the
dead body of the Sea Tiger,
from his feet right up along
the length of his body and
lighting it up brightly, and
exaggerating it size. Tamil
youth who want to imitate
MGR or Rajini Kanth now
have the Black Tigers. Peo-
ple who would have died un-
known deaths now have the
opportunity to die before
thousands of TV viewers.

A photo journalist who
takes s i
womnen says that large num-
bers of southern women are
\\'Llliﬂg to come forward, for
o payment at all, to satisfy

their overwhelming vanity
and urge for puhnul,\‘

Tamil young men and
women come forward for the
same reason - (o get symbolic
recognition within their soci-
ety by laying down their lives
for a cause. What Tamil
youth have to realize is that
inorder to be recognised one
does nothave to pay the high-
est price by dying.

There are nine TV chan-
nels, thirteen radio servi
over one hundred newspa-
pers, in the country and they
are growing all the time n
numbers, The problem is that
these winds are blowing to-
wards the Wanni, but they
have been sealed off from

Jaffna by Prabhakaran, But
Tamils in Colombo, Mel-
bourne, Toronto, London
elc., enjoy this commercial
culture to the maximum.

The youth of Chennai
huu been enjoying the
of the open economy

ot five.) his lesson
has to be learnt in the
Wanni and Jaffna. To de-
feat Prabhakaran the
weapon is not the devolu-
tion of power but eighteen
TV channels aimed at the
Wanni and Jaffna, Jaffna
youth will decide then,
whether they will live in

I8th century Jaffna or join
Colombo to live inthe 21st
century.




