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On 1, 11.99 Tiger guerrillas altacked from four fronts -
three from outside and one from inside defended areas
the Oddusudan D
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Years of gains lost in days
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LTTE’s unceasing waves more strategic than political
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well tested tactic in guerrilla
war and not an innovational
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Itis unlikely that the Army
fell for that ruse. The senior
officers are oo experien
and trained for that. But the
military was compelled to over
extend themselves to satisfy
political enthusiasm and the
bloated ego of a politician in
uniform is nota matter of con
jecture. Certainly, political
trumpeting each time ex
kilometers were added to
of military control lent more
than faint credibility to the
probability that political exi-

erdo military prag
matism in the planning of op-
erational strategy. Compound-
ing the disadvantages brought
bout by thinning resources on
the ground are the limitations
1o operations imposed by i
monsoon weather conditions.
The mobility of tanks and ar-
moured vehicles and the move-
ment of heavy artillery, which
in the jungle terrain was always
problematical, became further
restricted by soggy ground
conditions. The possession of
ks and arn
has been of g
the Army.

The inability to now exploit
this advar
monsoomeonditions obviously
is bonus 0 the LTTE. There
is little doubt that the monsoon
actor would have influenced
the military timing of this of-
fensive. These basic realities
should have prompted the mili-
tary to strengthen their
d to organise them-
selves to overcome the disad-
vantages imposed by ground
and weather. That the Army's
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defenses were so easily over-
powered opens grave ques-
tions on the state of military
preparedness, plans and lead-
ership.

That the LTTE offensive has
in a short time penetrated in
depth to threaten Puliyankulam
andisolate Mankulam exposes
weaknesses in militay planning
which require immediate cor-
rection, In the backdrop of

hakaran's birthday in No-
vember and, the impending
Presidential elections, LTTE
actions, in hindsight, amply in
dicates that the timing of their
Initiatives, military or political
are not haphazardly done but
done with a sense of signifi-
cance. This offensive is no dif-
ferent
unlikely that this offen-
sive was launched with the
purpose of swaying the
Sinhala electorate against the
pvernment. What
matters to Prabhakaran is not
which party or personality is
i r. What matters to him
is his position to call the shots
in power politics,. With the
success he has achieved this
time, he has militarily staked
his claim to be the leader of
the Tamils without running
for election. His message to
the merging political sce
narios in SrisLanka and to
other Tan 'I[i tiesis loud and
Clear.

The political fallont of this
military failure is one aspect
Its military sigmf ¢ 1S an-
other. The military aspect is
complimentary to the political
programme in that the Secu-
rity Forces must maintain the
writ of govenment. Failure
todo so weakens the politica

position. This is not to sub-
scribe to the debate of a mili-
tary solution versus a politi-
cal negotiation but rather to
state the obvious that the in-
struments of law and order
must maintain the writ of t
State.

Itis in that context that the
military losses in the Wanni
have to be considered and
those responsible for it, both
politically and militarily, held
accountable. Too many mili-
tary debacles have been swept
under the carpet. Courts of Ins
quiries have been appointed
and these proceedings have
not seen the light of day

ome of those who are said to
have been strictured have
risento dizzy heights. None
appear (o have been penalised.
Itis not just the military who
have to take responsibility but
the political establishment as

The military are doing a
commendable job inspite of
some set backs. P | exi-
gencies should not outweigh
military realities. However,
unless those accountable are
held responsible, the rot will
remain. The Gov ent
owes it to the Country to in-
quire and correct the causes
that led to this military reversa
Even more, the Government
and the nation owes it to the
brave men and women in the
security forces that debacles of
this nature will not happen
again. Equally importantis the
imperative need for politicians

form to desist from con-

heir adventures for po-

in U\HT‘:' the brave men

and women from the security
forces as their pawns




