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Fuelling tension . . . Shortages and queues, like this one for petrol in the southern town of Matara, add to tension. Strikes have hit deliveries

Fear spurs foreign exodus from Sri Lanka

meanwhile, has insisted that

Derek Brown in Colombo

TEADILY mounting vio-

lence, and growing fears

for the long-term political
stability of Sri Lanka, are lead-
ing to an exodus of the middle
classes and expatriates.

Indian nationals working in
remote areas of Sri Lanka have
been advised by their High
Commission to come to Co-
lombo, ‘and many of the 500-
strong community are prepar-
ing to leave the island.

Tamil north and east of the

| island, has demanded better se-

curity for its nationals in the
South, where Sinhalese mili-
tants are waging a bitter guer-
rilla campaign -against the
government.

British expatriates, too, are
pulling out. Reliable sources
said that about 10 Britons work-
ing for a sugar-producing com-
pany in the strife-torn district
of Moneragela were expected to
leave this week. Aid workers
are also said to be meeting reg-
ularly to review their increas-

mand, several foreign airlines,
including British Airways, hav-
ing pulled out equier in the
year.

Although the main insurgent
group, the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), has not made
a point of attacking foreigners,
its propaganda is heavily xeno-
phobic, and obsessively anti-
Indian.

The JVP is bitterly opposed
to last year’s Indo-Sri Lankan
accord,. which, they say, has
partitioned the island. The re-
bels’ elusive leader, Mr Ro-

huge Indian force into the sea,
and, if necessary, marching on
Delhi.

Another 46 deaths were
reported over the weekend.
They included three soldiers
travelling as armed guards in
state-owned buses, shot by sus-
pected JVP men among the pas-
sengers. A woman also died in
one of the attacks. Some 31 sup-
porters of the ruling United
National Party (UNP) were also
among the weekend’s victims.

Meanwhile, the UNP candi-
date for next month’s presiden-

Parliament will not be dis-
solved before the elections. The
opposition, and the JVP, claim
that the election is bound to be |
rigged by the UNP if it retains |
control of the crumbling
administration.

The President, Mr Junius
Jayawardene, has also rejected
opposition demands to invite in-
ternational observers to moni- |
tor the election. He has told his
Prime Minister's main oppo-
nent, Mrs Sirimavo Bandaran- |
aike, that there is no time in

hdia,—which—has—at iffdbl
50,000 troops in the mainly

ingly precarious position.
Airline tickets are in great de-

hanna Wijeweera, has talked
extravagantly of driving the

BN

tial election, the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Ranasinghe Premadasa,

which to make the necessary
arrangements.




