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Govt. should go down on knees to LTTE

by Wijitha
Nakkawita

The dévolution
proposals presented
by the government
should be viewed with
disdain as the govern-
ment has not been
eandid to the people
about its intentions
These proposals will
be useless unlgss the
goveinment can t
the LTTE to acc
them. I don’t know
how the government
is going to get the
ISERESSto
these proposals but
even by going down
on bended knees. the
LTTE should be per-
suaded to accept the
proposals,™
the Tamil Congress
Kumar (GG) Pon-
nambalam said

Mr. Ponnambalam
made these remarks
in response to ques-
tions from partici-
pants at a discussion
organized by the
Lalith Athulatbmuda
li Foundation at the
BMICH on Thursday

He said it was im
perative to come to
terms with the LTTI
as it will not be possi
ble for a political set
tlement in the absence
of the LTTE

Minister of Fisher
ies and Aquatic Re
sources Indika Guna
wardena said, that
governments in the
past had alienated the
Tamil people,

agree to

L.eader of

‘)‘lx\ul

a constitution and leg-
islation in parliamer
without the repre-
sentatives‘es of the

people and the
representatives of the
Famil people were
chased out of parlia-
ment when the 6th
amendment of the
constitution was pas-
sed. While pointing
out that devolution

proposals of the gov--

ernment were not fin-
al, he explained that
the government was
making an attempt to
resolve the problems
of the Tamil people
by resorting to a poli-
tical solution. 4
Former niember of
parliament S . B2
Gunasekara said that
the devolution prop-
osalss or any other
political solution can-
not be implemented
unless the LTTE was
defeated militarily.
he government he
stressed should con-
centrate on defeating
the LTTE which was a
possiblity
"All political parties
of the Tamil people
were communal poli-
>S, not only
. and each of
parties prop-
osed a theory that the
I'amils alone were en-
titled to a “Separate
Homeland™ but more
than half the Tamil
lived outside

;v\w\‘\[\"
the& North and East
which taken together

+» Former member of

constituted lhg. SO R\ —— \””‘“
called homeland’, Mr. : o
the presence ¢

tan in the 'Hl'l i
Continent so th
Muslims livii

dia had security
presence of Pal

Gunasekera said.

>arliz iment (TULF)
\1 Sive 'l[h.ll]lp fam
said that Tamils are a
nation and not a
minority. He ex-
plained that the~pre
sence of the LTTE in defacto
the North was akin to  the last mans

ilso said th:

positi

Buddhists March In Sri Lanka
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>,
>Buddhists March In Sri Lanka
>
> KANDY, Sri Lanka (AP) -- Hundreds of r{
>marched in silence through the streets of th
>protesting a plan to end a devastating 12-
>breaking up the central government's powers
> The monks-earried a banner saying:
>unitary- country." At a meeting later, ]
>would divide this Indian Ocean island nation|
> Nearly 30 supporters of the plan heckled t
>kept at a distance by nearly 100 police. The
>cars and trucks from throughout Sri Lanka
>central city 60 miles east of the capital, Colo
> The government, hoping to meet the dema
>fighting for independence, has offered to tu
>federation of eight regions, including a Tam
>each with wide powers.
> The monks oppose the appointmentof regi

>and police chiefs and the power to removq

>appointed by the president.

> The Tamil Tiger rebels have rejected the pg

>the government is using it as a pretext to
>offensive.
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