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To the political leadership

Be more responsive to the
political needs of the people and
10t to your personal glorifica
tion. Understand the history and
aspirations of the land and its
people. Hence we appeal (o all
political leadership to serve the
ountry selflessly
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Weunderstand that both main
political parties have contributed
(o this debacle in large or small
measure. Whatever the prom-
15€S, no proper devolution ma-
chinery has been created thus
plunging the country into a state
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Employment, development
and education have all been Co-
ombo centered. The people in
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Hambantota and Tangalle in the
South have bec
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eeds to be reversed The princi-
pleof itful place to the right
ful person’ need to be strictly
adhered to. Non addressing of
the various problems in the South
brought on the 1971 insurrec-
tion and was called a political

medispossessed

uprising. A similar movement
since 1975 with armed partici
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Power is concentrated in a
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All Religions Solidarity Al
liance is of the understanding
thatthe presentdevolution pack

of the PA Government would
tend to divide the people on an
€thnic and religious basis g ore
thar r. The tendency. is
wrou with great calamity
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Alternative proposals

01.The proposals be divested
from the colonial framework of
administrative structure now in
force

02. We do not approve of

devolution on an ethnic basis

Devolution we propose be done
with a view rate the
burning issues that are faced by

e Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim

coples

o ame

03. The devolution oug
embrace the following

The dignity of all ethnic
grotips to be accepted

The allocation of resources
equally ;

Co-existence of all inter-re-
ligious and inter-cultural groups
10 maintain their different iden
tities and to provide for their
natural growth

To implement a process of
all peoples being a party 1o po
litical and national development
as to ensure the integrity 1
unitary nature of the land so that
devolution would take effect on
a national development basis

04. We propose politica ep
resentation as Sri Lankans be
accepted for recognition of po
litical parties than on divisive
trends like race language and

We propose that the
presentdemarcation of adminis
trative areas more suited for rey
enue collection and trade be re
placed with units as indicated
previously. A national commis
sion to demarcate provinces
hence needs to be set up. A pro
vincial structure as suggest d by
Professor Madduma Bandara of
the'Peradeniya University is also
submitted to the commission

06. We accept Sinhala and
Tamil as official languages dnd
urge that necessary steps for its
early implementation be made
operative. We also propose the
use of English in the administra
tionasaninternational langug

07. Constitutionally though
Sinhala and Tamil have been
accepted as the national lan

uages, in the provincial admin
1stration people are faced with
problems. Lack of English edu
cated and the lack of other facili
ties which have made the people
disillusioned have to be effi
ciently and expeditiously rem:
edied

This is our alternative pack
age lor devolution. A constitu
tional set of proposals would
soon be submitted
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