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he 1994 general

electtons have

done a great ser

to the Tamils.
Tamil politics has
been quite muddled
and could not take a
glear direction since
1983 mainly because
there were numerous
parties and groups
which insisted on their
right to represent the
Tamil people. All dia
logue aimed at solving
the ethnic conflict
attempted since then
have been among
other things con-
fpunded also by the

multiplicity of Tamil,

political opinion and
ideology v,
It is in this context
that one has to look at
the polls in the north

and east first. The,

it has done little to
give legitimacy to the
whe exercise and
thereby ensure the
status of Douglas De
vavanda as the right
ful representative of
the hapless people of
Jaffna
The’ new govern-
ment’s task of finding
a viable solution to
the problem has ghus
been made easier by
the '94 general elec-
tion. And then this is
the first time sirice
1977 that we have a
government in power
which all Tamil par-
ties elected to parlia-
ment including the
. consider cap
able of approaching
the Tamil problem
rationally The
PLOTE has said after
discussions with
Chandrika that they
will unconditionally
support her govern-
ment
The EPDP, despite
e diffidence in rul-
ing party circles, has
also put out a state-
ment in the Tamil
press that it is extend
ing its unconditional
support to the PA the
TULF also is inclined
to take a very positive
approach
This attitude of the
elected Tamil parties
has mainly been de-
termined by what was
generally viewed
among the minorities
as the hardline Sinha
la nationalism of Pres-
ident D. B. Wijetun
The pro PA

mood, ifkpired by
genuine or pragmatic
intentions, is so stror:
today that Mr
Thondaman who
backed the UNP
spiteZ vehement
opposition within the
party to the move, is
determined to some-
how become part of
the PA government,
as soon as it is possi-
ble for him to do so
I'he man who
helped the UNP avert
political * disaster at
this election, is now so
anxious to join hands
with Chandrika, that
the new strong man of
the United National
party, Mr. Gamini
Dissanayake, might
soon find himself in a
tight spot as it were
The CWC’s unoffi
cial politburo met on
Saturday at Thonda
man’s private resi-
dence in Colombo to
discuss the party’s
position after the elec
tions. The opinion
that the CWC should
forthwith and uncon
ditionally join the PA
government had been

*unanimously express-

ed as soon as the
meeting had got
underway. A lone
member of the group
who had questioned
the impolitic nature of
the move in view of
the CWC’s credibility,
had been immediately
ruled out and all those
present led by Mr
Thondaman had got
down to discussing the
modality of becoming

rt of the PA gov
ernment without
further delay

The group had then
decided to delegate
the, matter to the
CWC leader himself

However despite thet

alarm and hurry evi
dent in the top circles
of the CWC, legal
opinion sought by it
has not given the pai
ty any ground for con
cluding the
quickly. Mr. Thonda-
man and his men are
of the view that some
clauses in the memor:
andum of understand-
signed between
the CWC and the
UNP on July 6 and
signed by him and D.
B. will enable the
CWC to join the PA
government

Article VIII of thig
memorandum (which
was signed at tha
time mainly with
view 1o seal Mr. Sella
samy’s career as a
politician) says “the
CWC and the UNp
will have control, in
clusive of disciplinary
matters over their re?
spective candidates
during the election
and after the election
over their members in
Parliament i

In the
event of the CW(
taking disciplinary ac
tion against a Member
of Parliament result
ing in the expulsion of
such -member from

the CWC under the
provisions the
CWC constitution
the UNP shall recog-
nise such decision and
give effect to the same
so that such member

ceases to be MP

Article XI (a); of
the CWC-UNP
nemorandum says
“Whilst the UNP and
the CWC shall con
tinue to act as a group
in Parliament, each
party will be entitled
1s a coalition partner

according to which
“the CWC and the
UNP shall have
mutual respect for
each other and shall
not directly or in
directly do any act
which is likely to re
sult in the weakening
of the other in its acti-
vities.” (Article X)
Now the CWC’s deci-
sion to become part of
the PA government is
clearly something that
can weaken the UNP
In 1ts activities.
1ondaman’s
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10 maintain its indi
vidual party identity
within and outside
Parliament, and have
recognition as such by
the speaker, although
the two parties have
contested on the UNP
lists, and to act separ-
ately in Parliament on
any particular issue

I'he CWC is sure of
making use of .these
provisions of the
memorandum to first
get recognition as a
separate party by the
Speaker and then to
get a resolution pas-
sed to that effect. This
however is a very
vague and uncertain
procedure. And then
there is another clause
in the memorandum
which nullifies the
consequences of arti

cles VIIT and XI (a)

anxiousness to join
hands with Chandrika
is so great that he is
ready to dismiss such
matters as mere legal
scruples which mn his
view can simply be
overcome if the new
government were I
commit itself to his
case. While being en
gaged in these moves
to get hismelf into the
government, Mr

Thondaman has not
forgotten to request
the Geheral Secretary
of the UNP to nomin

ate Mr. P. P, Devaraj
to the ministerial post
in the Central Provin

cial Council vacated
by Sathasivam

has been

Parliament

The UNP has com
plied with his requ
Mr. Thondaman’s

unmitigated oppor
tunism has landed the
poor UNP in a soup as
it were. The United
National Party was
able to secure only 44
percent of the nation-
al vote even with Mr
Thondaman’s support
at this general elec-
tion. It would un-
doubtedly be doomed
if the CWC .succeeds

sling itself into

it the coming weeks.

The only way open for
the UNP to avert dis-
aster is to prevent the
Presidential election
from taking place in
November by offerin;
to cooperate with the
PA to abolish the ex
ecutive Presidential
system of govern-
ment. Many who
claim to know some
thing about hill coun-
try politics tend to
attribute Mr. Thonda-
man’s hurry to switch
side, to his fear that
Chandrasekeran will
avail himself of his
position in the PA to
soon overtake the
CWC in the estates.

Although this is
true to some extent
think that the CWC
leadership’s main
worry is that the new
government might
zealously pursue its
investigationg into
some malpractices
which took place
under the previous
government. Many

CWC leaders who are
backing Mr. Thonda
man to the hilt in his
effort to join the PA
argue that there is in
deed nothing to make
them in any way be
holden to the UNP

They say that th
UNP never delivere
any of its promi:
made to the CW(
the latest one being
the ownership of
worker housing

These are lame and
shabby excuses. The
truth is that th
were the persons whe
in the first instance
hal insisted that the




