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The Tigers | think, are also prepared to
proceed with the first round of talks on the
basis that Chandrika will not be in a position
to take any firm action to resolve the problem
until she’ wins the Presidential election in
November. It is very important for them at this
juncture that there should be someone in full
power in the south who would recognise their
central role in resolving the conflict and
thereby rebuild their political legitimacy which
had been very much damaged due to India’s
hostility, internationally. A prolonged
friendship with Chandrika is essential for them
if one were to view their approach to the

svernment's peace initiative-in the context.

T —————
The military seems
10 be divided on the
question of a political
solution to the ethnic
problem
One section seems
to be of the view that
it is incumbent on the
military to go along
with the
ment’s decision to
seek a political solu-
tion to the problem
AF chief The military hawks,
out that ©on the other hand,

isefire s
and the
1gupiddy
s demilita

seem to be insisting
that the military’s in
terests should not be
compromised in any
ay during this search
a political solu
tion
They insist that
they should not pull
back from its present
position nor should
army camps be closed
down e
Viewed from this
some of the
State Defence Minis:
pronouncements
may be interpreted as
sops to these military
Cerberuses. His repe:
announcement
the military has

nting and

Govern-

assured him of their
whole hearted coop-
eration sound,
according to political
observers, like pro-
testing too much

The Island’ of 17th
September has re-
ported that the army
top brass is strongly
opposed to the closing
down of the army
camp at Pooneryn

So the question
natural arises: who is
dictating the peace
agenda?

If the Government
has genuinely set its
heart on a political
solution, it should de-
clare a ceasefire so
that negotiations can
become meaningful
and it should open the
approaches to the
peninsula so that the
goods on which the
embargo has be

an flow freely
into the peninsula. In-
sistincg passafie
through Elephant
Pass as the State De-
fence Minister,
prompted perhaps by
the military, §s not
only most unh&lpful;
it also shows that the
new Governmept is
followifig in the
UNP's path. And that
old path will certainly
not get the govern
ment anywhere if
peace is its goal

One of the first
priorities of the Gov-
ernment delegation
therefore should be to
find an appropriate
manner in which to
conduct the talks
without unwittingly
contributing towards
strengthening the

doubts stirred in the,

minds of northern
Citizens by the
LTTE’s argument
The Tigers say that in
the south politics is

not in control. The
members of the de
egation can ill-afford

gnore this if they
are serious about the
task entrusted to
them

Agenda

Then there is the
LTTE’s agenda, It is a
clear indication that
on both sides this time
the concern is not
with narrow political
or military objectives
but is primarily with
the condition of the
people whom both
parties consider their
citizens (de jure for
one and de facto for
the other). Last time
the common goal was
to kick Jthe Indian
army out of the coun-
try — it was a military
exigency for the Tj-
gers and a political
priority for Premada
sa. And hence when
the Indian army left
there was no actual
common cause to
keep both parties
together for long.

The chances for a
prolonged peace may
be better this time be-
cause the problem
which both sides want
to tackle first is a very
sensitive and fun-
damental issue from
which they derive
their political legi-
timacy — the people
Despite its oft decried
militarism, the LTTE
IS not In a position to
be insensitive to the
predicament of a peo
ple whose sovereignty
it now assumes, is
vested in it. In fact
this is what disting-
uishes the Tigers from
other armed groups in
post-Cold War con-
flicts. Unlike a purely
militarist organiza-
tion, the LTTE is also

concerned about
riving legitimacy from
the public sphere for
which it has staked its
claim -~
The negotiators
must comprehensively
rasp this in examin-
ing and responding to
the LTTE’s agenda
Firstly the Tigers say
that they will not raise
any of the fun
damental issues con:
cerning the political
aspirations of the
Tamils (in the LTTE's
w) such as the right
gnising  the
of self-
determination, the in-
tegrity of the Tamik
homeland, a federal
or confederal struc-
ture of regional
autonomy ete X

* Issues

The LTTE's discus-
sionts with the delega-
tion will concern the
following issues (in
what’ seems to me to
be the order of im
portance)

a) the day to day

" problems faced by the

Tamils in the north

b) lifting the ban on
other items

¢) travelling through
prohibited zones

d) reconstruction, r

habilitation and the
supply of electricity
and

¢) modalities for a

cea

fire in his interview
with Mrs. Anandi
Suriyaprakasam of
the BBC, and also the
need for the army to
pull out from Va

-mam north and the

islands to enable re-
fugees resettle, I do
not think that the
LTTE will insist on

- these 1ssues 1n the ini

tial stages of the talk
The intention in the
LTTE agenda is furth
er confirmed by the
composition of th
TTE delegation

All its members ar
people who handl
the day-to-day run
ning of the civik and
political administra
tion of the areas in the
north unde
control
the deputy head of the
political section of
LTTE
(formerly
is the political
niser for the district of
Jaffna. Ravi is
head of the di
ment of economic re
search and
ment.” And Domi
(who was demoted
from his military post
in '92) is the
the department
public administration
They will discuss spe
cific issues concerning
getting life back t
normal in the north
The problem that tt
Government del
tion has to forsee i
that the LTTE i
bound to insist or
doing everythin
through its own admi
nistrative set-up and
development prog

cad of

rams
The LTTE
is that it cannot com
promise its s
this juncture by allow
ing the Government
to send its own people
to undertake
struction and rehabi
litation, restoring
electricity and tele
communication et
How best the Govern
ment can reach an
understanding ou the
crucial matter would
depend on the
groundwork of the
Govt. delegation

point

recon




