hat you see from the
well of the court is a
bespectacled, curly

ired young woman seated on
s of the Jaffna’s
istriccourt. Kalk, 21, is one of
2 judges of the Thamil Ee-

Below, at the bar table ar
wyers like Leela Thurairajah

Prabakaran

who passed out of the Sri Lanka
Law College in 1976. Today

In nearby Chunnakam we m
judge Sarwa, 23. Sarwa who lost
an arm in the battle for Elephant
Pass, haslike Kalki gone through
2 2-year training at the Pasilan
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? Did they notlack the ma-
urty and the experience. that
come with age and being part of
the community?
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Peace process in

By Ismeth

he major attack on a na-
val craft in Mannar on
onday is seen by the
EPDP as a serious setback to the
peace process initiated by the PA
government
PDP MP Muruges Chan-
drakumar, in an interview with
The Sunday Times in the Parli
ament lobby said.
The peace-loving people of
this country, be they the Sinha-
| mils, Muslims or
Burghers, were anxious that
Jisomething would come out of
the peace initiative and the attack
on Monday was not the thing the
government or the people ex-
pected from the LTTE.
“Ifitisa minor incident, it would
not have caused much harm, but
an incident of this magnitude is
really a setback. Moreover, wheri
the wheel of peace is set in mo-
tion by the government, this was
uncalled for.
Welcoming the lifting of the
embargo on essential items, Mr

ted 0 the 6 pm
broadcast of]
20 which said that
X bn’the naval patrol
ave been the handi-
tgin forces which

he peace talks”.

e totally condem:

d in the media about the

not only in the

Iso in the South, but

actually more is said than done”,
Mr. Chandrakumar lamented.

¢ picture of ll events

of all the partcs
sl to put an end to this eth-
What
first stint
fulfil ou

¢ his aspirations in his
an MP? “We have Lo

said this should
have been done much carlier
Anyway it’s better late than nev-
er. It's :hc people ‘who went
through all sorts of hardships by
the embargo and not the LTTE,
for the Tigers h.m. everything
they wanted. W PDP, had
right along bee lcllmg the
former goverament 0o, 10lif the
embargo, but something or other
made it not 1o, he said.

What does he say regarding
the lifting of the embargo on bat-
teries, as there is widespro 3d be-
lief that the government should
not have sent the batterics 10 the
North-East. He smiled and said,

“batteries are just nothing for the
Tigers.
The 31-year-old bespectacled

happening.”

Dbearded Chandrakumar said
with some sarcasm that from
September 6 todate nearly 200
lorries loaded with cement had
gone 1o the North.

Who got this
stock? This is the million rupee

EPDP MP Muruges Chandrakumar

“A correct picture of all events
connected with the peace talks
should be given to the people.

They must know what is

ions as represen-
{ our people. The Tamil
Parliament
the Tamil

qQuestion, b
why there isa sh
in Colomtx

He said the EPDP MP
with PLOTMP. Mr,Siddarthan
tion Ministe

met Inforr
Dharmasiri Senant » Parli

Upto now 41 cases hae gone
before the Appeal court, and the
judgement reversed in 21 of
them. A man denies paterity
The case is dismissed in the lower
court. The complainant appeals.

judgement is reversed and

the rnah made to put Ks 50,000
in a fixed deposit for the child.
 Eliyathamby Pararajasingh.
am, who heads the department of
Justice and law administration in
the peninsula points to the incor-
ruptibility and impartiality of
the Eelam judges. Lawyersand
litigants in the peninsula have ac
cepted the system, he says. “It is
their faith in the LTTE leader.
ship that has bult confidence in
the system. Leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran has nursed the judi-
ciary, just as he did the military
commanders”

Pararajasinghem, who as an
MPof the Eelam Revolutionary
Organisation of Students
(EROS), sat in the country’s le-
gislature for a brief period, talks
of the ammendments made to the
existing laws. The law of Thesa-
valimai has been changed so as
10 abolish the subjugation of
women, In Thamil Eclam the
woman is an independent per.

who can sue and be sued,

independent per-

can sue and be sued,

can sell, or donate her private

property, unlike earlier when she

had 10 have the written consent
of her husband.

None of the Eelam judges is

peid. And lawyers cainnot charge

more than Rs. 500 for each case.

The case fee is not paid directly
0 the laywer, it is chanelled
through the courts registrar, and
all litigation tompleted within
six mont]

The peaalty for rape, murder
and drug offences is death. And
the pcmnsulznhns seen the first
mas found guilty ol rapeface the
firing squad.
las e<ul'v\nh<~<( yhc gmll) will

life imprisonment not
St says Parsrajasaghans

From the courts to the penin-
sula's police force, Heading the
Thamil Eelam Police force is Ba-
lasingham Nadesan, formerly of
the Sri Lankan Police, and mar-
ried 10 a former police colleague
from the island's deep south.

The first batch of the Eelam
police. recruits passed_out in
1991, says Nadesan. In battle fa-
tigues, Nadesan oversees a sub-
siantial contingent of police per-
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