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put surely this nobody who writes a :

to this paper, must believe she is a Ig()g:nlia;()?j(;l
that must be taken seriously. So much for modesty!
geveral opinions expressed in last Saturday’s article

ot be left unchallenged. In the first place, there is
the characterisation of the celebrations as * tri-
gmphalism’. Shanie must be careful about using ter-
minology too loosely to suit her attributions.
“friumphalism is the attitude or belief that a particu-
Jar doctrine, religion, culture, or social system is supe-
rior to an'd should triumph over all others”
(Wikipedia). Now unless Shanie and Tamil national-
jsts like the ‘concerned group’ that
made an appeal to the government to
stop the war, are either ignorant of, or
they consciously ignore what the
majority of the Sinhalese everywhere
and Muslims in the Northern (now
cleanseq) ana the raste DIOVINCE
have felt during the last twenty years,
the use of the word ‘triumphalism’
with all its pejorative connotations is
mischievous. .

We must nor forget the conscious
and deliberate massacres of innocent
Sinhalese Buddhists and Muslims to
break their spirits and make them beg their govern-
ment(s) to accede to the LTTE’s demands - for the sake
of peace. The Sinhalese Buddhists were ruthlessly
killed simply because they are Sinhalese Buddhists.
They were the principal target of the race war that
Prabhakaran waged against what he called the
“Sinhala desam”, in all his Heroes Day speeches. The
Muslims in the North and the East were an obstacle to
the LTTE project of making themselves the ”Sole
Representative of all Tamil Speaking People” on this
island. But as the very term Muslim implies the iden-
tity and solidarity of Muslims the world over is their
religion. Muslims speak different languages in differ-
ent countries. In Prabhakaran’s Eelam, Muslims
must yield to the demand that they are Tamil ;
Speaking first and Islamic second or face expurgation.
The entire Eelam Nation comes unstuck if it is not
based on 2 linguistic or philological nationalism. That
is why Tamil Nationalists down play cultural national-
ism. Culturally the majority of Tamils are Hindus and
they are closer to Sinhalese Buddhists than Christian
or Muslim Tamils, They worship the same gods, and
celebrate the same New Year. They even share the
same negative features like a similar caste structure.
Nothing terrifies the vanguard Tamil Christian
nationalists more than the development of Hindu-
Buddhist solidarity.

What have the poor and destitute people of p
Kebithgollewa, Buttala or poor people in bus to a Vi
lage outside Piliyandala town done to deserve such
savage punishment? The villagers of Kebithgollewa
(close to a hundred packed into one bus) were travel
ing with their children to a maternity clinic at
Anuradhapura hospital when the bus was Clayar?t(;re
bombed. Is it only tribalist Sinhalese whose he »
melted at the rows of little coffins and the mass but”
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ial? A bug in Buttala was Claymore bombed and when
panic stricken survivors were running out of the bus
they were shot down by LTTE gunmen hiding in the
bush. Why did those ‘humane’ NGOs not organize
protests against these atrocities? These are but recent
atrocities but has one forgotten Kattankudy and
Arantalawa? And the more than six hundred police-
man gunned down in cold blood before their blood was
drawn for LTTE blood banks? Collective punishment
was meted out on the poorest of the poor Sinhalese in
remote areas. People were abandoning their villages
and their fields, in threatened villages (in NGO jargon,
“border villages”), because
they felt there was no one but
“gam battas” to protect them.
Ms. Shanie, there was no
trumphalism because the term
implies a belief in inevitable

and final victory. The majority
of the Sinhalese felt they were
a beaten people because of the
atrocities committed with
impunity by the Tigers, while
the honourable men and
women of peace and the so-
called “international commumni-
ty’ asked “both parties” to end the violence and to
negotiate a settlement, even though it was one party
that was doing the killing during the bogus CFA. In
addition, efforts were made to break the spirit of an
unsuspecting people by those ‘peace’ NGOs who
fanned out into the Sinhala countryside — places like
Galewala and Amapara - to tell them that “the war
was unwinnable”, that a settlement had to be made
with the LTTE - the “sole representatives of the Tamil
people”. And these are the very people who were
silent about pluralism and democracy and respect for
human rights in LTTE’s Eelam. While condemning
Sinhala majoritarianism they have little problem pro-
moting Tamil majoritarianism in a territory consist-
ing of a merged Northern and Eastern province. We
know hoa the LTTE treated their minorities. The
peace NGOs had no problem handing over hapless
Tamil people to a bunch of fascist thugs. No scruples
then about the plight of Tamil civilians, then.

The majority of the Sinhalese people were bro-
ken and dispirited. Every time a terrorist attack killed
a mother, father, son or daughter husband or wife, the
Sinhalese people did not go on a rampage attacking
Tamils. They grieved in private, despaired and kept
asking, “Meke kavada ivara veydhe — when will this
ever end?” Who the hell cared? It is these once bat-
tered and broken people that celebrated with “street
dancing, lighting of fire crackers, vehicle processions,
etc “ — Shanie (23/05/09). But, what was declared an
impossibility happened. As the Indian Major Gen.
Mebhta, told the LA Times about the SL armed forces,
“They did everything a general dreams of e A m111
tary precept the world over is that you can’t win mili-
tarily against an insurgency, which is e_ssennall'y a
political struggle. They turned that on its head.” (to be
continued).




