Easter Day bombings
kill 200 in Sri Lanka

@ Co-ordinated suicide attacks on churches and luxury hotels @ Britons among the dead
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AU least 207 people were Killed and
450 injured as explosions tore through
Easter church services and luxury
hotels in Sri 1 in co-ordinated
attacks on the heart of the islands
Christian  community and tourism
industry,
¢ Britons and six other forcigners
among those confirmed to I)'I\L
(|IL(I in six blasts aimed at worshippers
in busy churches during p|
tourists at breakfast at about
Two other detonations lat.
ay appeared to have come as security
forees moved in on suspects and made
a series of arrests, A large pipe bomb
was found and defused at the country’s
n mr;mrl last night.
lebombers struck St Sebastian's
church in the town of Negombo, north
of the capital ('nlomlm. Killing more
lhnn 50 worshipy

mmllur bomber
Shrine in the
as most famous
c.hurdn‘s mns-:tnh:(l in 1834,
Pictures  showed bodies  strewn
across the floor and blood spattered
over the pews and effigies of Christ.
Much of the roof was blown off St An-
thony’sby theforce of the blast, Dozens
more people were Killed in simultane-
ousattacks on the Zion church at Batti-
aloa in the cast of the country,
xplosions then rocked the hm"ru
La, Cinnamon Grand and Kir )
hotels, which are popular with tourist
seventh  and hth  blasts
were reported near iwala zoo, in
\nulhcm Colombo,and mlhc northern
ict of Dematagoda, as special
sfought a gun battle with suspects
cornered in a housing estate. Three
palice officers were Killed in the raid.
‘hirteen suspects were arrested and

s defence minister blamed
religious extremists. He added that all
or most of the attacks had been carried
out by suicide bombers believed to be
part of a single group. There was no

Anlta Nicholson, 42, and her two children were thought to be arnong British victims. Thelr father, Ben, survived the attacks

claim of responsibility but attacks on
Catholic ch\m.hu\ and tourist
suicide bombers ti
employ )
thi j 5 have
been fears that Isis mili
t could pose a

threat in

Lanl police had issued a

2 to scnior offici the

Buddhist-majority country ten ds
before the blasts, citing foreign intel
genceand warning thatsuicide bombers
afiiliated with the Muslim group NTJ
(National  Thowheeth  Jamaath)
planned to hit “prominent churches”.
fler the the government
imposed a nationwide curfew from
6pm to 6am and temporarily blocked
access to social media. The bombings

“well co-ordinated
attempt tocreate murder, mayhem and
anarchy”, one minister said.

The five dead Hntnn\ nulmlu two

hu l\\o dnldrm were feared to be
among them. Anita Nicholson, 42, her
son, Alex, I, and his younger
Annabel were thought to be ha
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