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SRI LANKA
President’s
widow
seen a
successor

By Edward A. Gargan

OLOMBO, Sri Lanka The

) of Sri Lanka's assassinated

president, Ranasinghe Premadasa.
was cremated Thursday

Only hours after the elaborate

iddhist funeral, government offi

S were suggesting the presi

widow, Hema Premadasa,

move quickly to try to be

me minmister, thereby un

ther liticians' ambitions

g a May Day polhiti

fay, Premadasa and

killed by a suicide

hat the police say was

yaratist guerrilla

eration Tigers

)sed on the
O prevent
1ient ofhh

ared repri

lese

ands

> city, fearing

to the 1983 riots in

d nhalese moved

Tamil neighborhoods in

lombo, killing more than 4,000
'amils and burning homes after-

13 soldiers

Premadasa’s death came a week
ifter the assassination of the coun
t most prominent opposition

Lalith Athulathmudali, who
gunned down at a political
rally. Athulathmudali's funeral b
‘ame violent when his supporters,
believing Premada had ordered
his killing, fought with poli

In the last two days, tens of thou
sands of Sri Lankans have filed
past the president’s coflin, with the
line of mourners often stretching
more than three kilometres

F'he funeral began with a slow
procession through tke city. Thou
sands followed the coffin as it was
driven in a gold-cancpied carriage.

Premadasa’s body was taken to
Independence Squire, where sev
eral of Sri Lanka’s senior Buddhist
monks chanted ani paid homage.




