o ‘Taffna like a huge concentration camp

LTTE taking others for

. The deputy leader of the People’s Libera-
tion Organisalion of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE)
Karavai A. Kanthaswamy says that efforts
must be made to find out what had hap-
pcneq to hundreds of innocent Tamils and
Mgshm; held captive under appalling con-
ditions in the North by the LTTE.

He told the Sunday Observer that the
entire Jaffna peninula i likea huge concen-
ration camp where the civilians have
become virtual prisoners of the LTTE.

Accelerating politcal measures would
ff&!f help to isolate the LTTE, but also
berae the people from the LTTE con-
olledareas” he ade,
rel‘t-szepting on the LTTE's refusal to

¢ prisoners, Mr. Kanthaswamy said
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that the LTTE was concentrating mainly on
establishing the supremacy of its leader Y.
Prabhakaran, It will use every opportunity
to create stunts and take others for a ride.
Mr. Kanthaswamy regretted that no or-
ganisation had come forward to secure the
release of the Tamil prisoners in LTTE
custody and said that the so-called human

rights organisations must opealy condemn '

LTTE's atrocities against persons in their
custody.

The PLOTE deputy leader also welcomed
the recent call by Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe for direct talks with LTTE

leader V. Prabhakaran. “The new Prime
Minister seems to be sincerely willing totalk
{o the LTTE leader but | doubt how far the
LTTE leader would respond to this call
sincerely,” Mr. Kanthaswamy said.

, According to a report released by the
University of Teachers For Human

:Rights (UTHR), Jaffna early this year

prisaners in some thousands are kept in
the LTTE detention camps.
The reportsays that the tota number of

prisoners is around 4,000. The number in
the Thunukai complex wes estimated !

a ride
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3 (00 and anotheg 1000 elsewhere. Thun-
ukai is now believed to be closed and the
inmates have been transferred, to several
camps. Prison camps, either exclusive or
part of LTTE camps, are known to exist
o to have existed in Kachchai, Koilank-
andy, Urelu, Kopay, Kondavil, Chun-
dikuli, Ariyalai, and more than (én
around Chavakachcheri.

“In certain prison camps LTTE has
kept the detainees even in underground
bunkers without light or any other
facilities,” states the report.




