Peace Accord: Another Interventio

hile the “No

ethnic prob-

lem” school
stands apart, the main
debate on the Sri Lank-
an tragedy is dominated
by what one may iden-
tify, at the risk of over-
simplification, as the
“War and Peace”
groups. That discussion
usually moves on “milit-
ary solution” “negoti-
‘ated settlement” tracks.
The argument of the
militarists sometimes
refined to a “negotiation
from a position of (milit-
ary) strength, or advan-
tage.

An important co
nected issue concérns
an Indian role. it
necessary, inevitable,
avoidable, undesirable
etc? The Indo-Sri Lanka
Peace Accord of 1987 is
almost always ex-
amined in that larger
context with the post-
Accord experience cer-
tainly the spectacular re-
emergence of the JVP
attracting the greatest
attention

Before the Pact was
signed its strongest cri-
tic was National Se:
ity Minister Lalith Ath
lathmudali the politician
who supervised the
Vadamarachchi Opera-
tion, and was bitterly

disappointed when it
was abandoned. Party
Secretary, Gamani
Jayasuriya was another
conscienti objector
in the Cabinet. Prime
Minister Premadasa
knew nothing about it
till he read the morning
papers in his Tokyo
hotel room, the most
vocal advocates of the
'Accord’ were Ministers
Gamini Dissanayake
and Ronnie de Mel. (The
atter was minister-in-
attendance during
Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's visit.
Consistency is an un-
mon virtue of that
be to which the-aver-
age politician” belohgs:
So it was heartening to
hear Mr. Gamini Dis-
sanayake the DUNF
chief come out so’
strongly and unre-
servedly in favour of the
Indo-Sri Lanka 'Peace
Accord’ which its co-
signatory President JR
argues has lapsed
bacause the IPKF didn't
fulfil its. expressly de-
clared mission.
. Participating in a
panel discussion at the
YMCA Mr, Dissanayake
said “QOver and
again we must tell the
for talks'
the report

adds, “| support the
Indo-Sri Lanka Accord,
every word, comma and
full stop”.

Mr, Dissanayake went
on to identify its virtues.
For the first time
accepted Sri Lanka as
multi-ethnic and multi-
lingual society, ‘consist-
ing of Sinhalese, Temils
Muslims and Burghers.
The ethnic dispute was
the result of the fact that
Sinhala leaders consi-
dered Sri Lanka a
Sinhala-Buddhist coun-
try, ignoring the reality
that a fourth of its
population was non-
Sinhala and non-
Buddhist. - The DUNF
leader 'said the Sinhala-
Buddhist view was the
misrepresentation of
well known historical
facts. The
Dutugemunu battle was
interpreted as a Sinhala-
Tamil conflict but a
Sinhala general fought
on the side of Elara and
Tamil soldiers fought
under King Dutugemu-
nu's banner”

New Convert

Either this is (inno-
tent) misrepresentation
or a genuinely new con-
version. Many a political
observer has identified
Gamini D. with the othe

Elara

Garfinis — cabinet col-
league Gamarii Jayasur-
iya, now leader of the S.
A. S. and Gamini
Iriyagolle, an able ideo-
logue of the self-same
school, as defenders of
the faith. Indee

Mahaweli Minister pres-
iding over the Welioya

project, a battle
of EELAM WAR
widely recognise:
garde ideolog
he Sovereign
State”, authored by Her-
man (no associat
Goering) Gunaratne
With poor Lalith gone,
this unqualified en-
dorsement of

“~Peace Agco

ideclogical se
for the DUNF

India-Israel

It also means of
course that the chanc

— -l

of a DUNF-UNP rap-
prochement are now re-
mote. In the same news-
paper the previous day
we had Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremasinghe,
just back from Delhi, ex-

press the official view.
Denying frequent re-
ports of Sri Lanka's re-

newed interest in Indian
troops to fight the in-
surgency, the Prime
Minister said. “The
question of a joint
strategy was not taken
up. As far as we are
concerned it is dur prot
em which we have to

2 UNP-DUNF rap-
nent, such possi-

s
DUNF that has ‘now re-
emerged, sans Lalith, as
the island’s leading pro-
Delhi, pro-Peace Accord
party.

Not that the hopes of
reconciliation in the fac-
tion torn SLFP are any
rosier. Not at all. Not
after what we read in all

— Kautilya

the CBI did not have the
statutory authority to in-
vestigate the case.

The charge-sheet, he
told the designdted
Court, had no material
to show that the ac-
cused were seeking to
“overawe” the govern-
ment, an essential re-
quirement in invoking
TADA. The main ingre-
‘dient in the definition of

“térrorist act” under
this law was “an intent
to overawe the govern-
ment” However, t

which the prosecution
can rely on such as
“strike terror among the
people” and. “alienate

.. sections of the people”

the Sunday papers re-
ly. | refer to Anura's
ring blitzkreig” as
an ex-Sri Lankan diplo-
mat called it.
Lawyers, lawyers
The LTTE trial has
taken an interesting
turn. Mr. S. Dorais-
wamy, the Hwyer for
Nalini and eight “key ac-
cused” in the Rajiv Gan-
dhi assassination trial,
has raised an important
i He‘argues that the
iohs of TADA (the
Indian P.T.A.) were not
dpplicable to the Rajiv
agsassinaton case, and

" 4nd “adversely affect

harmony between diffe-
rent groups.”

The defence counsel
has also argued that
was “an ordianary

the killing *and en-
joyed” no special statys
“to .justify theé use of
TADA. The fact-that he
was a former prime
minister was no ‘justi-
fication, for the use of
the extraordinary law.
What Mr. Doraiswamy is
seeking to establish js
that this murder was a
settling of a personal

score the personal “en-

. rightt
citizen” at the time of '

mity” between Rajiv
Gandhi and Velupillai
Prabhakaran. ,

The proceedings have
also established why
Prabhakaran decided to
re-open hostilities. It
was when the Indians
did nothing to stop the
Sri Lankan authorities
from tranferring 13 LTTE
prisoners in their; cus-
tody. They went for their
cyanide pills. Among
the dead were three of
Prabhakaran’s closest
comrades. By the way,

K. F. Rustomjee, argu-

.ably India’s top counter-

terrorism pert de-
scribes the LTTE as “one
of the most formidable
groups in‘the world”.

Wise Guys

When you
think of it, seriously, it is
ur little island
is known as the dham-
madeepa, blessed by
the teaching of the En-
glightened One. We
have a touch of the Mas
ter, his superfine dialec-
tical skill. ~

So what are they
saying in thg trains,
buses and trishaws, as
J. L. Fernando, the Poli-
tical Corr.: of the Daily
Noise, - t other all-
knowing one would

come to-

have asked 40 or 50
years ago. Not to worry.
Kautilya is here to pose
the question and pro-
vide the answers.

So what are they
saying in the privatised
buses and to-be ‘priva-
tised trains? (Forget the
trishaws. | use that
mode of transportation
daily and*agree that it is
thoughtful of the driver
to carry his coffin with
him, while you meditate

your next destination
in the karmic journey).

Inthe buses, the trains |

and the clubs they are
saying....
“You saw, no?"

he Com-

Commis-
sion..? So many com-
missions, so many re-

hat men, the Kob-
bekaduwa Commission
report....”

“So what does i

“Tiger landmir
ger infiltration...”

‘Tigers'... what do they
know? One b-r from
Ghana, the othe llow
from Nigeria..

“Then what about Sir
Kenneth James Keith
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