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UNF leader
Gamini Dis-
sanayake said
| week in Colombo
that the ethnic crisis
should be resolved only

to a human crisis.”

He said that the most
dangerous place to live
in today was Colombo.
“Mr. Amirthalingam
was not killed in Jaffna
nor was he killed in Trin-
comalee nor was he kil-
led in Batticaloa. He was

gunned down in Col-
ombo.”
“It had reached. a

point where the Presi-
dent of this country is
not safe in Colombo.
Therefore the crisis is a
Colombo crisis.” Mr.
Dissanayake told a
panel discussion on
“North-East Crisis —
possible solutions” held
at the YMCA.

The other panelists in
the discussion were
Kumar Ponnambalam
and M. H. M. Ashraff,
leaders of the ACTC and
SLMC respectively. The
moderator was Dr.
Jayadeva Uyangoda,
lecturer at Colombo Uni-
versity.
| Mr.Dissanayake
added:” The crisis is a
crisis among the
Sinhalese. The crisis is a
crisis among the Tamils.
In short. the crisis is a
human crisis.”

He said no one in the
Cabinet or the UNP Par-
liamentary Group still
did not know the con-
tents of the discussions
held between President
Premadasa and the
LTTE in Colombo.

He said: “l think the
leadership of the LTTE
may be and may not be
have misled into thé
possibilities of a negoti-
ated settlement as all
the other Tamil leaders
have been in the past.
Nine and a half months
of negotiations did not
result in the LTTE being
convinced that there is a
possibility of a negoti-
ated settlement. | wish
to give the benefit of the
doubt to the leadership
of the LTTE because
upto now the UNP has
not been able to present
a. formula to solve the
crisis despite being in
government for the last
four years.”

Mr. Dissanayake
associated himself with
the contents of the Indo-
Sri Lanka Accord of
1987,” every word, ev-
ery sentence, every
comma.”

“Many of us who
were party to the Indo-
Sri Lanka Accord looked
down at our political
graves when we agreed

by a “human approach -

-violence was

to support President
Jayewardene, whemr we
decided to be by his side
to implement the con-
tents of that Accord be-
cause the Accord for the
first time recognised the
multi-ethnic, multi-
religious nature of Lank-
an society,” he added.’

Mr. Dissanayake said
he believed the ethnic
issue arise as a move-
ment’of the Tamil Peo-
ple in search.of dignity.
History has been misin-
terpreted to show that
Sinhalese and Tamils
had always, been at war,
he said.

“Today we are living
in a society- that has
turned to be increasing-
ly violent. Our violence
did not start with Praba-
karan. In recent history,
the violence started with
the racial riots of 1958.
Violence continued into
the 1960s. Violence
occurred once again

with its most daring im- _

pact of social destruc-
tion in 1971, when the
Sinhala leadership
found that Marxist ideol-

ogy was not merely to:

be taught and learnt but
also to be practised,”
said the former minister.

“The next eruption of
in 1975.
With the elimination of
Alfred Duriappah and
the subsequent forma-
tion of different guerrilla
groups which had suc-
ceeded in eliminating
practically all the Tamil
leaders, barring_a few.

The chief negotiator
for the Tamil commun-.
ity at that time (1983-
1987) by common
acceptance wds the Indi-
an Governmeént. After
1983, the Tamil lead-
ership communicated to
the government that
they had no faith in the
Sinhala national lead-
ers. With the arrival of
Parthasarathy here, the
government accepted
the concept that the In-
dian Government had a
role to play.

“From 1983, through
Bangalore, and Delhi
through Thimpu and to
other discussions the
final result was the Indo-
Sri Lanka Accord in
1987,” he added. -

Violence did not stop
even after 1982 because
it was very clear that the
Accord was not accept-
able to the LTTE. Mr.
Dissayake' duoted a
speech made by Praba-
karan on August 4, 1987
in. Jaffna.

The government and
the country’s leadership
has not been able to find
any other basis other
than provided in the
Indo-Sri Lanka Accord
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for the solution to the
ethnic crisis, he said
adding that the ‘ethnic
crisis must be made dis-
tinct from the North-
East crisis.

He said the unit of
devolution did not seem
to be relevent since the
presence of a LTTE's
struggle of a seperate
state_and the contradic-
tions that exist even
among the leadership of
Tamil community.

The North-East mer-
ger was temporary be-
cause the' Indian Gov-
ernment had to ask
those who were asking
for a sepefate state.

“We have now a
merged North-East pro-
vince, get back to your
country get back to the
mainstream of politics
and try to campaign for
a permanent merger if
you so wish.”

That is the relevancy
of referendum, said Mr.

Dissanayake who was a*

cabinet minister when
the Accord was signed.

He said: “Whether the
referendum was to be
held before, or whether
it is to be held after was
a debatable question.
But President Jayewar-
dene thought that the
entering of militants into
the process was more
valuable than the ques-
tion whether the re-

would neVer be talking
of a ‘war and peace poli-
cy’ for such a policy is
not going to take us any-
where.

" “A merged Northern
and Eastern Province, as
one unit, is the alterna-
tive to a seperate staté.
But the Tamil parties
have said that they
would take part in an
exercise to redefine the

boundaries -of the East-

‘ern Province that would
help assuage Sinhala
sentiments or fears,” he
said. ;

“Sometime ago the
Tamils wete prepared to
settle for provincial
autonomy. Even ‘this,
the UNP administration
was not willing to work
for. The centre tried to
usurp some of the sub-
jects devoived to the
provincial unit. It is for
this reason the Tamils
say today that they want
something much more
than the existing provin-
cial councils system
offered by the 13th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution,, he said.

Mr. Ponnambalam
cautioned that what was
thought of as a lasting

solution in 1957 will not
be accepted as lasting
solution now.

Mr. Ashraff said he
was surprised to hear

Bv. M. S. Vipulananda

ferendum should be
held before or after.”

The DUNF leader said
there was no need for
mediation by anybody
to solve the present cri-
sis. “We should have
the strength within
ourselves to negotiate.
We must have the cour-
age of our conviction to
say what we believe is
right whether we be-
come popular or not.

According to Mr. Dis-
sanayake, “if the LTTE is
willing to negotiate over
and over again we must
ask them please come
and negotiate.”

He said the country
needed political reforms
from “top to bottom”.

He stressed the need
to put the question of
violence “behind us”.

In his submission, Mr.
Ponnambalam said:
“When we come to talk
of possible solutions to

the North-East crisis, we |

can only be talking of
the ‘Tamil question’ and
not a terrorist problem.
In the same way, we
could only be talking of
possible political solu-
tions and not military
solutions. If we do
appreciate this, we

Mr. Ponnambalam who
was speaking only ab-
out a Tamil Problem. “I
was perturbed when |
failed to hear not even a
passing reference to the
Muslim perspective of
the whole equation,”
the SLMC leader added.

He said the crisis was
not only a Tamil prob-
lem but there was also a
terrorist element” in the
problem. A politico-
military approach to the
problem jis essential.
Terrorism must be eli-
minated. Political
aspects must be identi-
fied but there was no
use in talking torpeople
who believe only in the
gun. The North-East
question is not a Tamil
Question only. There is
a Muslim Question also.

Mr. Ashraff said the
Indo-Lanka Accord
failed to recognise the
multi-ethnic character of
the North-East Province.
The Accord is not an
answer to the crisis. The
LTTE rejected it. Mus-
lims too consider it a
betrayal.

One third of the East-
ern Province population
is Muslims. The political
backbone of the Lankan

Muslims is in the east.
Problems between
Tamils and Muslims be-
gan after the 1987
Accord. The Muslim
community had under-
gone immense suffer-
ings not only at the
hands of_the LTTE*but
also by other Tamil rfili-
tia since the Accord was
signed, -
" The SLMC was
opposed to an uncon-
ditional merger of the
North and East. It is
agreeable to a con-
ditional merger. ;
There is an intransi-
gent refusal to accept
the Muslim religibus
identity, Mr. Ashraff
said. Muslim Parliamen-
tary representation was
recoghised for the first
time on a religious basis
and not on a lingpkstic
basis, he added.

The. ACTC and SLMC
had issued a joint state-
ment a few years ago in
which the ACTC recog-
nised the need to’ de-
volve power on ethnic-
oriented basis. Unfdrtu-
nately, subseqlent
changes may 'hve
changed Mr. Ponfiam-
balam’s thinking as'well.

“ i1
The DPA -manifesto
presented by Mrs.:Siri-
ma Bandaranaike envis-
aged a devolution of
power to be shared by
Tamils and Muslims on
a non-contiguous basis.'_
He added the SLFP, had
got more votes forthis
manifesto in 1988 Pres-
idential Election than
what it received toathe
new manifesto in.1989

General Election. 5
Mr. Ashraff added
there was no serious
effort on the part of-any-

one to resolve the ¢tjsis.
A President, a State
Minister for Defencé’and
Tamil leaders had’feen
killed in Colombo. There
is only an urge to proteét
the seat of power, he
pointed out. D

He said that a-reféten-
dum to decide on the
merger of the North and
East would not be asolu-
tion. s

Answering a question,
Mr. Dissanayake said the
Indo-Lanka Accord could
be a beginning to find a
solution to the crisis. He
suggested a non-ethnic
solution to the problem
but said it would be a
difficult process.

Moderator Dr. Uyan-
goda pointed out that
both Mr. Dissanayake
and Mr. Ashraff had sug-
gested a politico-military
approach to end the cur-
rent conflict,




