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The day prior to the
Presidential Mob|lO Ser
vice (PMS) in Batticaloa,
a boat loaded with mor-
tars and shells had land-
ed at Urani, Batticaloa,
but on seeing the police
and army patrolling the
area, the fugitives who
had been bringing in the
lethal cargo had fled,
security sources said,

The Tigers' had aban-
doned the boat and run
away. No sooner the boat
had landed, the area had
been plunged into dark-
ness by a power cut, This

had helpéd the T|gers to
escape, these sources
said, Security officials be-
lieve that the power fai-
lure may have been ‘en-
gineered’ by the LTTE to
facilitate the transfer of

the lethal load to a ‘safe
house’. The stock of mor-
tars and shells are now in
the custody of the secur-
ity forces. :

A LTTE radio message
transmitted on July 22
had said “we are ready”
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